
Kenneth Leighton was one of Britain’s most important 20th-century composers, best
known for his organ, choral and orchestral works. His style is a distinctive mix of melodic
lyricism, masterly counterpoint and dynamic rhythmic energy. Et Resurrexit builds into
a cataclysmic climax, symbolizing the soul’s struggle for belief in Christ’s resurrection,
while his Hymn Fantasies abound in fascinating polyphony. Missa de Gloria ‘Dublin
Festival Mass’, based on an ancient plainchant from the Sarum rite for Easter Sunday,
uses the full resources and colours of the solo organ to express the drama and mystery
of the Catholic liturgy. Greg Morris, Associate Organist at London’s Temple Church,
performs widely throughout the United Kingdom and Europe.
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Kenneth
LEIGHTON 

(1929–1988)

Greg Morris
Organ of Blackburn Cathedral

(J. W. Walker & Sons, 1969, rebuilt by Wood of Huddersfield, 2002)

Recorded at Blackburn Cathedral, England, 26–27 April 2009
Producer: David Gibbs • Engineer & Editor: David Hinitt • Booklet notes: Greg Morris

Publishers: Novello (tracks 1–3, 7–12); Basil Ramsey (4–6)
Cover image: Resurrection Icon by John Hayward in Blackburn Cathedral (reproduced with the 

permission of the Dean and Chapter of Blackburn Cathedral; photo by John Bertalot)

Playing Time
70:10 

L
E

IG
H

T
O

N
:

O
rgan M

usic
N

A
X

OS

L
E

IG
H

T
O

N
:

O
rgan M

usic
N

A
X

OS

8.572601

8.572601

Et Resurrexit, Op. 49 17:23
1 Theme 2:51
2 Fantasy 5:48
3 Fugue 8:44

Six Fantasies on Hymn
Tunes, Op. 72 12:25

4 No. 4 St Columba 2:59
5 No. 5 Veni Emmanuel 5:53
6 No. 6 Hanover 3:31

Missa de Gloria, Op. 82,
‘Dublin Festival Mass’ 40:12

7 Kyrie 5:16
8 Gloria 9:56
9 Credo 7:37
0 Sanctus 5:33
! Agnus Dei 6:04
@ Ite missa est 5:39
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