
Polish pianist and composer Franz Xaver Scharwenka was raised in the spirit of European Romanticism,
championing the music of Chopin, Schumann, Mendelssohn and Liszt, and gaining enormous popularity
for his own compositions, which Liszt greatly admired.  Scharwenka’s fourth and final Piano Concerto
(which the composer performed under the direction of Mahler and Stokowski) is a work of genius
which stands at the apex of his achievement. The shorter pieces on this album have recently enjoyed
renewed popularity, proving the value of Scharwenka’s legacy for modern listeners though much of his
music remains to be rediscovered.
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Franz Xaver
SCHARWENKA

(1850-1924)

Recorded at the Auditorium of the Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, Poland, 
from 14th to 19th September, 2009. Producer: Wojciech Nentwig • Engineer: Andrzej Solczak

Publishers: F.E.C. Leuckart, Leipzig (tracks 1-4), Breitkopf & Härtel (track 5)
The Fleischer Collection (track 6) and C. Fischer, New York (tracks 7-9) 

Booklet notes: Marlena Gnatowicz 
Cover: The Cathedral in Gniezno, Wielkopolska, Poznań (Piotr Skórnicki)
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     Piano Concerto No. 4 in F minor, Op. 82 1                                                                                      42:40
1   I. Allegro patetico                                                                                                          19:25
2   II. Intermezzo: Allegretto molto tranquillo                                                                  7:02
3   III. Lento, mesto –                                                                                                           9:22
4   IV. Allegro con fuoco                                                                                                       6:52

5   Mataswintha – Opera: Overture 2                                                                                                                     7:17

      Cello Sonata in E minor, Op. 46: 
6   II. Andante religioso (arr. for harp, organ and strings, Op. 46a) 3      6:37

7   Polish National Dances, Op. 3: No. 1 in E flat minor 4                                                   4:01

8   Polish National Dances, Op. 9: No. 3 in B flat minor 5                                                   3:43

9   Polish National Dances, Op. 47: No. 3 in B flat major 6                                               3:09

François Xavier Poizat, Piano 1, 4-6

Poznań Philharmonic Orchestra 1-3 • Łukasz Borowicz 1-3


