
During the remarkable and prolific period between his 72nd and 92nd birthdays, Havergal Brian
wrote no fewer than 27 symphonies. Some seem to fall into groups, such as Nos. 22-24, all written
within a nine-month period between 1964 and 1965. They all share a concern for march-rhythms,
changeable moods and developing variation. No. 22 is Brian’s shortest symphony and exemplifies
his art in its most compressed, nocturnal form, whereas No. 23 offers a more extrovertly scored and
expansive scale. No. 24 provides the triumphant rejoicing that ends the trilogy. Influenced by
Tchaikovsky, the 1906 English Suite No. 1 nevertheless hints at Brian’s sonic experiments to come. DDD
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*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDINGS

New Russia State Symphony Orchestra • Alexander Walker

Symphony No. 22 
‘Symphonia brevis’ 
(1964-65) 9:22

1 I. Maestoso e ritmico 4:45
2 II. Tempo di Marcia 

e ritmico 4:37

Symphony No. 23 
(1965)* 13:44

3 I. Moderato 6:56
4 II. Adagio non troppo 

ma pesante 6:48

5 Symphony No. 24 
in D major (1965)* 16:29
Allegro – Allegro – Maestoso 
e marcato molto – Adagio

English Suite No. 1, 
Op. 12 (1905-06) 25:51

6 I. Characteristic March 4:54
7 II. Valse 5:18
8 III. Under the Beech Tree 3:29
9 IV. Interlude 2:18
0 V. Hymn 3:50
! VI. Carnival 6:02

Naxos acknowledges the support of the Havergal Brian Society for this recording, made possible 
by a generous donation to the Society by Godfrey Berry. For information on the HBS, please visit 

www.havergalbrian.org. Additional support was generously given by Mrs Elena Chikisheva, 
Miss Larissa Chikisheva, Mr Paul Fincham, Dr and Mrs W. Jackson and Dr and Mrs P. Walker. 

Recorded in Studio 5, Russian State TV & Radio Company KULTURA, Moscow, on 26th, 27th, 
30th and 31st August, 2012 • Producer: Pavel Lavrenenkov • Engineers: Aleksander Karasev and 

Gennady Trabantov • Editors: Pavel Lavrenenkov and Natalia Ruzhanskaya
Booklet notes: Malcolm MacDonald

Publishers: United Music Publishers Ltd. (tracks 1-5); Breitkopf & Härtel, Leipzig (tracks 6-11)
Cover: Battle Scene by John Martin (1789-1854) (Torre Abbey, Torquay, Devon, UK / The Bridgeman Art Library)
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