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Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma 
Francesco La Vecchia

Giovanni Sgambati was one of the most important figures in the Renaissance of Italian instrumental music
that began in the latter half of the nineteenth century. Wagner arranged the publication of his first
chamber works, calling him ‘a true, great and original talent’. Sgambati’s blending of Italianate lyricism
and German rigour led to large-scale works of real historical significance. His overture Cola di Rienzo
exemplifies his richness of characterisation while the First Symphony is a major statement of breadth and
intensity, admired by Grieg and Saint-Saëns, and often conducted by Toscanini.

Recorded at the Auditorium di Via Conciliazione, Rome, 16th-17th October 2011 (track 1) and 4th-5th
December 2011 (tracks 2-6) • Producer: Fondazione Arts Academy • Music Assistant: Desirée Scuccuglia

Engineer and Editor: Piero Schiavoni • Booklet notes: Marta Marullo
Release editor: Peter Bromley • Cover: Paolo Zeccara • Publishers: Boccaccini & Spada Editori s.r.l. 

Albano Laziale, Rome (track 1); Edwin F. Kalmus & Co., Inc. (tracks 2-6)
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Giovanni
SGAMBATI

(1841-1914)

1 Cola di Rienzo – Overture 18:20

Symphony No. 1 in D major, Op. 16 43:03

2 Allegro vivace, non troppo 10:29

3 Andante mesto 11:11

4 Scherzo: Presto 5:47

5 Serenata: Andante 7:47

6 Finale: Allegro con fuoco 7:49
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