
Before he was thirty, Olivier Messiaen had written the work that established his worldwide reputation as
a visionary composer for the organ, La Nativité du Seigneur (The Birth of the Saviour). A synthesis of his
innovatory compositional style, it is rich in colourful harmonies and precisely noted but flexible rhythms,
many derived from Hindu tâlas and from the metre of Gregorian chant. This musical commentary on the
Christmas story is divided into nine movements evoking timeless grace, beauty, radiance, exhilaration,
and majesty. Tom Winpenny is Assistant Master of the Music at St Albans Cathedral, the oldest site of
continuous Christian worship in Britain. DDD
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Olivier

MESSIAEN
(1908-1992)

La Nativité du Seigneur (1935)
(The Birth of the Saviour)

Tom Winpenny, Organ

1 La Vierge et l’Enfant (The Virgin and Child) 7:02
2 Les Bergers (The Shepherds) 6:34
3 Desseins éternels (Eternal Purposes) 5:39
4 Le Verbe (The Word) 11:22
5 Les Enfants de Dieu (The Children of God) 3:48
6 Les Anges (The Angels) 3:43
7 Jésus accepte la souffrance (Jesus accepts Suffering) 4:47
8 Les Mages (The Magi) 8:39
9 Dieu parmi nous (God among us) 9:35

This recording has been generously supported by Rogers Covey-Crump, Malcolm Bury, Margaret & Stephen Leese, 
and Chris Huggett & Rosemary Leak. Thanks are also due to the Dean and Chapter of St Albans Cathedral, 

and to Andrew Lucas for their generous assistance with this project.
Recorded in the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban, St Albans, UK, on 3rd and 4th January, 2014

Producer and engineer: Adrian Lucas (Acclaim Productions) • Production Assistant: David Wilkins
Publisher: Editions Alphonse Leduc • Booklet notes: Tom Winpenny • Cover: Rolffimages (Dreamstime.com)
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