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Francisco António 

DE ALMEIDA 
(c. 1702-c. 1755)

Il Trionfo d’Amore
Scherzo pastorale a sei voci in two parts with instruments

Libretto by an unknown author

Nerina, betrothed to Adraste, in love with Arsindo  ................  Ana Quintans, Soprano
Arsindo, Nerina’s secret lover  .......................................... Carlos Mena, Counter-tenor
Termosia, in love with Arsindo  ....................................................  Joana Seara, Soprano
Adraste, betrothed to Nerina  ...........................................  Fernando Guimarães, Tenor 
Giano, chief minister and Nerina’s father  .................... Cátia Moreso, Mezzo-soprano
Mirenio, high priest  ........................................................................  João Fernandes, Bass

WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING

Studies in Rome equipped Francisco António de Almeida for high musical standing at the court 
of the Portuguese King, João V. Here he wrote a series of admired operas but also embarked on 
serenatas, court spectacles of a more private nature. Il Trionfo d’Amore, a scherzo pastorale, was 
written to celebrate the King’s name-day. Ranging from intimacy to ceremonial splendour, with 
several sublime arias, not least the beautiful In queste lacrime, as well as dramatic passages, it 
reveals de Almeida to be one of the outstanding Portuguese composers of the eighteenth century.

Recorded in the Salão Nobre of the Instituto Superior de Economia e Gestão, Lisbon, Portugal, 18th-24th November 2013
Producer: Pierre Lavoix • Engineer and Editor: Jean Gauthier • Production manager: Marta Araújo • Cover collage: Paolo Zeccara

Booklet notes: António Jorge Marques • This recording was made possible with the support of Governo de Portugal – Direcção Geral das
artes, I.S.E.G. – Instituto Superior de Economia e Gestão, Câmara Municipal de Lisboa, Antena 2, Vieira d’ Almeida & Associados and Câmara 

Municipal de Lisboa • Logistical support: Centro Cultural de Belém, Auditório Carlos Paredes and Teatro Municipal de Almada
Many thanks to Francisco Nunes, Vasco Vieira de Almeida, João Espírito Santo and João Pimentel – Fabula Urbis

Edition by Rui Magno Pinto and Marcos Magalhães from the autograph manuscript held at the library of the Ducal Palace, Vila Viçosa, Portugal
The libretto and English and Portuguese translations can be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/573380.htm
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Voces Caelestes (Chorus Master: Sérgio Fontão) 
Os Músicos do Tejo (on period instruments)

Marcos Magalhães
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