
Alfred Hill was the leading Australian-born composer of the Late Romantic era. During his
studies in Leipzig from 1887 to 1891, he encountered luminaries such as Brahms, Dvořák,
Tchaikovsky and Strauss. His 17 String Quartets, the first signifiant examples of the genre from
Australasia, are beautifully crafted works which draw on the legacy of European chamber
music. With their Schubert-like melodies and rhythms, the outer movements of String Quartet
No. 15 frame a pair of harmonically more adventurous movements, No. 16 ‘Celtic’ includes a
setting of a 17th-century Irish song followed by an Irish Jig, while the poignant No. 17 concludes
with a brief quotation from Dvořák’s ‘New World Symphony’. This is the final volume of the
Dominion Quartet’s acclaimed recordings of the complete Alfred Hill String Quartets. 

DDD

8.573416

�
&

 �
2015

N
axos R

ights U
S, Inc.

B
ooklet notes in E

nglish

M
ade in G

erm
any

w
w

w
.naxos.com

Alfred
HILL 

(1869–1960)

String Quartets
Vol. 6

ALL WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDINGS

Dominion String Quartet
Yury Gezentsvey, Violin I • Rosemary Harris , Violin II

Donald Maurice, Viola • David Chickering, Cello

Recorded at Park Road Post, Wellington, New Zealand, 5–6 May & 1 September 2014 
Producer & Editor: Wayne Laird • Engineers: John Neill, Toby Lloyd • Publisher: Stiles Music Publishers

Booklet notes: Donald Maurice and Allan Stiles • Cover painting of Alfred Hill by Chai Ben-Shan
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String Quartet No. 15 in
A minor (1937) 21:56

1 I. Adagio – Allegro con spirito 8:46
2 II. Canzona 4:20
3 III. Serenade 3:32
4 IV. Finale: Allegretto 5:07

String Quartet No. 16 in B flat
major, ‘Celtic’ (1938) 24:10

5 I. Adagio – Allegretto 8:07

6 II. Shule Agra: Adagio 7:28
7 III. Jig 2:53
8 IV. Finale: Adagio – Allegretto 5:32

String Quartet No. 17 in
C major (1938) 18:13

9 I. Adagio – Allegro 7:47
0 II. Introduction and Serenade 5:25
! III. Finale 4:56
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