
The most distinguished pianist of his generation, a brilliant pedagogue and a highly gifted
composer, José Viana da Mota was a towering personality in the field of Portuguese music.
Disapproving of ‘modernistic’ compositional trends he stopped composing around 1910 but not
before he had written his Symphony ‘To the Homeland’, a brilliantly orchestrated paean to
Portuguese prowess and discovery which makes use of Portuguese folk dances and songs. Based
on the dramatic life and murder of the 14th-century noblewoman Inês de Castro, Viana da
Mota’s Lisztian symphonic poem is an early work notable for its kaleidoscopic sections full of
inspiring contrasts. This recording presents the complete orchestral works of Viana da Mota.
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Álvaro Cassuto

Recorded at The Friary, Liverpool, England, on 7th and 8th April, 2015
Producer and engineer: Phil Rowlands • Publisher: AvA Musical Editions, Lisbon, Portugal

Booklet notes: Álvaro Cassuto • Cover: Torre de Belém, Lisbon by Punto Studio Foto (Fotolia.com)
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    À Pátria (To the Homeland) – Sinfonia, Op. 13 (1895)                   43:23
1  I. Allegro eroico                                                                                                                  9:40
2  II. Adagio molto                                                                                                                13:51
3  III. Vivace                                                                                                                            6:14
4  IV. Decadence – Fight – Resurgence                                                                               13:38

5 Inês de Castro – Tone Poem (1886)                                                   13:27
6 Chula do Douro 
    (orch. Frederico de Freitas (1902-1980)) (date unknown)*             2:12
7 Três improvisos sobre motivos populares portugueses 
    (Three Impromptus on Portuguese Popular Motifs) 
    (date unknown)*                                                                                   3:55
8 Vito (orch. unknown, rev. Cassuto) (date unknown/2015)*             4:25

*WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING




