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Reflecting Hungary’s troubled times followmg the Soviet suppression of the 1956 Hungarian Uprising,
Lajtha’s last two phonies are deeply 1 and dramatic works ranging from tragic intensity
to optimism. Whereas the Eighth Symphony was aptly described by the composer’s wife as ‘a tragedy
without consolation’, the emotional power and the melodic beauty of the Ninth Symphony evoke suffering,
happiness and hope. A huge success at its 1963 Parisian premiere, the work was acclaimed by the critic
Claude Rostand as ‘the one that convinced us that Liszl6 Lajtha was truly one of the greatest symphonic
composers of the 20th century’.

Laszlé
(1892-1963)
Symphony No. 8, Op. 66 38:32
Allégre et léger 9:41
Lent et triste 7:23
Tres agité et toujours angoissé 10:09
Violent et tourmenté 11:19
Symphony No. 9, Op. 67 26:25
(Vite) 9:11
Lento 10:05
Vite 7:09

Pécs Symphony Orchestra ¢ Nicolas Pasquet

Recorded: October 1996 at the Ferenc Liszt Concert Hall, Pécs, Hungary
Producer: Péter Ella  Engineer: Laszl6 Dobos
Booklet Notes: Em6ke Solymosi Tari » Publisher: Editions Leduc, Paris
Previously released on Marco Polo 8.223673
This recording was made with the kind sponsorship of the Hungarian National Cultural Foundation.
Cover image: Chain Bridge and Royal Palace in Budapest by Night (www iStockphoto.com)
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