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Laszl6 Lajtha is recognised, along with Bartok, Kodély and Dohnanyi, as one of the great Hungarian
composers of the first half of the 20th century. He established his reputation as his country’s foremost
symphonist but also showed a strong affinity for the stage, writing his one-act ballet Capriccio in 1944.
Despite the darkness of the times the ballet is filled with light and set in the period around 1700, the age of

‘Watteau. Taking commedia dell’arte as his model, Lajtha’s characterisation brims with wit and elegance.

Laszlo

LAJTHA

(1892-1963)

Capriccio, Op. 39 — Suite de Ballet

(1]  Ouverture 6:30 Toccata 5:48
[2]  Complainte et [9]  Rondeau et couplet 8:28
Arlequin consolateur 6:24 Romance 5:25
[B] Marche goguenarde  3:32 Scherzo 4:33
Isabelle 6:21 2 Marche plutot
(5] La marche gracieuse pour un
du Capitaine 4:18 empereur de la lune 4:58
[6] Sérénade de Mezzetin  3:47 3]  Les Regrets 3:31
Menuet et Musette — Finale 5:36

La Lecon d’amour 7:49

Pécs Symphony Orchestra ¢ Nicolas Pasquet

Recorded: May 1994 at the Ferenc Liszt Concert Hall, Pécs, Hungary
Producer: Péter Ella * Engineer: Ldsz16 Dobos
Booklet Notes: Emdke Solymosi Tari ¢ Publisher: Editions Leduc, Paris
Previously released on Marco Polo 8.223668
This recording was made with the kind sponsorship of the Hungarian National Cultural Foundation.
Cover image: Liberty Bridge at sunset, Budapest (www.iStockphoto.com)
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