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Havergal Brian’s late creativity is almost unparalleled in musical history — in the last two
decades of his life he wrote 25 symphonies. No. 7, the last of his truly large-scale
symphonies, was inspired by Goethe’s autobiographical account of his time as a student in
Strasbourg. Symphony No. 16 is a tough single-movement work, evoking Ancient Greece
and the savagery of the Persian Wars. In bright contrast The Tinker’s Wedding is a
sparkling comedy overture based on the play by J.M. Synge.
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The Tinker’s Wedding: Overture (1948) 8:02

[{] Allegro vivace giocoso — Meno allegro ma tranquillo —
Allegro vivace giocoso

Symphony No. 7 in C major (1948) 38:22
[2] I. Allegro moderato 8:30
[3] II. Allegro moderato ma maestoso 6:42
[4] III. Adagio — Allegro moderato — Adagio 13:51
[5] IV. Epilogue: ‘Once upon a time’ (Moderato) 9:08
© Symphony No. 16 (1960) 15:19

New Russia State Symphony Orchestra
Nikolai Savchenko, Violin solo 35

Alexander Walker

Naxos acknowledges the support of the Havergal Brian Society for this recording,
made possible by a generous legacy to the Society by Godfrey Berry and support from HBS Sponsor
members Martyn Becker, David Drinkwater, Hew Dundas, Anthony Lawler and David Yule.
Additional support was generously given by Mrs Elena Chikisheva, Dr Paul R. Terry and Dr and Mrs P. Walker.
Recorded: 1619 January 2018 in Studio 5, Russian State TV & Radio Company KULTURA , Moscow
Producer and editor: Pavel Lavrenenkov * Engineers: Aleksander Karasev and Gennady Trabantov
Booklet notes: John Pickard ¢ Publisher: United Music Publishing Ltd
Cover photograph by Dr John Grimshaw
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