Much of Franz Joseph Haydn’s long career was in service as a court musician to the T W O W
wealthy Esterhazy family. It was early in Haydn’s time at the Eszterhaza Palace that Prince NAXOS
Nicolaus took a liking to the hypnotic sound of the baryton — a bowed instrument with an LWL
extra set of strings that vibrate sympathetically or are plucked for tonal contrast. The 8.574188
baryton was considered the pinnacle of 18th-century aristocratic instruments, and the out- :

standing beauty of Haydn’s trios represent its final renaissance, placing this remarkable
antique firmly into the poised and tasteful Classical style of the day.
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Valencia Baryton Project
Matthew Baker, Baryton
Estevan de Almeida Reis, Viola ¢ Alex Friedhoff, Cello
Recorded: 30 July—2 August 2020 at the Castell de Riba-roja de Ttria, Spain * Executive producer: Matthew

Baker * Producer and engineer: Phil Rowlands ¢ Editors: Phil Rowlands, Tim Burton ¢ Booklet notes:
Keith Anderson ¢ Publisher: Henle Verlag; edition: Joseph Haydn Werke ¢ Cover photo: Alex Baker
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