Intent on developing the reputation he had won in Vienna, Beethoven undertook an extensive
tour ending in Berlin, home to the cello-playing Frederick William II. There he unveiled his
Sonatas for Piano and Cello, Op. 5 with one of the famed Duport brothers playing cello. These are
revolutionary works, with neither instrument subservient and the piano fully independent, for
which in the 1790s there was no precedent. Beethoven also wrote vivacious variations on operatic
music by Mozart where light-hearted playfulness and dramatic rivalry are energising features.
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[{]{2] Cello Sonata No. 1 in F major, Op. 5, No. 1 (1796) 24:18

3118 Twelve Variations on ‘Ein Midchen oder Weibchen’ from
Mozart’s Die Zauberfliote,in F major, Op. 66 (1796) 8:19

Cello Sonata No. 2 in G minor, Op. 5, No. 2 (1796) 28:42

@825 Seven Variations on ‘Bei Méannern, welche Liebe fiithlen’ from
Mozart’s Die Zauberflite, in E flat major, WoO 46 (1801) 9:21

Gabriel Schwabe, Cello * Nicholas Rimmer, Piano

A detailed track list can be found inside the booklet
Recorded: 14-16 February 2023 at Saffron Hall, Saffron Walden, UK
Producer and editor: Andrew Walton (K&A Productions Ltd)
Engineer: Deborah Spanton (K&A Productions Ltd)

Booklet notes: Dominic Wells ¢ Publisher: G. Henle Verlag
Cover: Beethoven (c. 1920) by Ludovic Alleaume (1859-1941)
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