
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 5 was premiered in 1937. It was composed in response to the 
Soviet denouncement in Pravda of the composer’s most recent works. The symphony was an 
overwhelming success, returning the composer to favour with the authorities, and remains 
one of the most performed symphonies of the 20th century. The jaunty, neo-Classical 
character of Symphony No. 9 was in stark contrast to the ‘victory symphony’ expected by 
Soviet officialdom. Shostakovich’s startlingly different original draft for the opening of the 
first movement can be heard on 8.572138.
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Dmitry  
SHOSTAKOVICH 

(1906–1975)
Symphony No. 5 in D minor,  
Op. 47 (1937) 42:43 
1 I. Moderato 14:29 
2  II. Allegretto 5:01 
3  III. Largo 12:43 
4  IV. Allegro non troppo 10:13 

Symphony No. 9 in E flat major,  
Op. 70 (1945) 24:15 
5 I. Allegro 5:03 
6  II. Moderato 6:43 
7  III. Presto – 2:44 
8  IV. Largo – 3:24 
9  V. Allegretto  6:14

Recorded: 1–3 5–9 and 9 1–4 December 2022 at the Hong Kong Cultural Centre Concert Hall 
Producers: Phil Rowlands, Benedikt Fohr (Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra) 

Engineers and editors: Phil Rowlands, Tim Burton • Booklet notes: Richard Whitehouse 
Publishers: Kalmus Music & Co., Inc. 1–4, Luck’s Music Library 5–9 

Sponsored by SWIRE • A co-production with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra 
Cover photograph: Shostakovich in December 1940 (photographer unknown)  

(courtesy of the DSCH Archive, Moscow)
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Hong Kong   
Philharmonic Orchestra 

Jaap van Zweden
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