Domenico Barbaja (1777-1841) was the legendary impresario who dominated European operatic
stages for thirty years. The ruthless mogul was at the very heart of the bel canto era in which beautiful
singing, allied to flawless technique, was brought to perfection. This release celebrates his legacy in
exploring how Barbaja influenced the way opera was written and performed, by commissioning a
series of masterpieces from the greatest composers of the time, such as Rossini, Donizetti and Weber,

g and staging them in his magnificent opera houses, performed by the most glamorous singers of the age. g
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A detailed track list, artist list and recording details can be found inside the booklet.
The sung texts can be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/578237.htm
Booklet notes: Philip Eisenbeiss « Cover: Domenico Barbaja / St Charles Theatre, Naples
(Museo Teatrale alla Scala, Milan / akg images)
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