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Comprising four separate operas, Wagner’s Der Ring des Nibelungen (The Ring of the Nibelung) took
25 years to complete. Centred around a ring of power and the attempts of various people to acquire it,
the Ring cycle explores the relationship between love and earthly power and the themes of yearning
and loss, all within a setting of medieval legend. The third opera of the cycle, Siegfried, deals with the
life of the young hero, his release from the evil dwarf Mime, who has nurtured him for his own ends, his
killing of the dragon Fafner, and his braving of the surrounding flames to wake the Valkyrie
Briinnhilde from her enchanted sleep.

Stuttgart State Opera has been voted Opera Theatre of the Year four times by critics in Austria,
Switzerland and Germany. “Lothar Zagrosek’s shaping of the score is unerringly vivid.” BBC Music
Magazine, June 2004.
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(1813-1883)
Siegfried

Siegfried ............... Jon Fredric West, Tenor
Mime .................... Heinz Goéhrig, Tenor
The Wanderer ........... Wolfgang Schone, Bass
Alberich ....................Bjorn Waag, Bass
Fafner ........................Attila Jun, Bass
Forest Bird .......... Gabriela Herrera, Soprano
Erda ................ Helene Ranada, Contralto
Briinnhilde ..............Lisa Gasteen, Soprano

Staatsoper Stuttgart ¢ Staatsorchester Stuttgart
Lothar Zagrosek

A full track listing can be found on pages 3 and 4 of the booklet
The German libretto can be found at www.naxos.com/libretti/660175.htm
Recorded live at the Staatstheater Stuttgart, Germany, on 1st October, 2002 and 5th January, 2003
General Director: Prof. Klaus Zehelein ¢ Executive Producer: Dr Reinhard Ermen
Producer: Thomas Angelkorte ¢ Editor: Irmgard Bauer  Engineers: Jiirgen Buss and Karl-Heinz Runde
Booklet Notes: Keith Anderson ¢ Cover photograph of Lisa Gasteen and Jon Fredric West by A.T. Schaefer
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