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From one of the world’s great opera houses, the Gran Teatre del Liceau in Barcelona, comes
Leonardo Balada’s richly melodic opera about one of the world’s great explorers, Christopher
Columbus, commissioned by the Spanish government for the 5th Centennial of the Discovery of
America. A superb cast, headed by José Carreras as Columbus and Monserrat Caballé as Queen
Isabella of Spain, gained critical acclaim for their performances in what The Washington Times
described as “a masterpiece... a landmark score in the lyric theater of our time”.

Leonardo

ain BALADA
(b. 1933)
5@ Cristobal Col6n (1984-86)

(Christopher Columbus)
Opera in two acts ¢ Libretto by Antonio Gala

Cristobal Colon ....ovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiinieeeennnnes José Carreras
QueenlIsabella ........coiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriinrnnennennns Montserrat Caballé
Martin Alonso Pinzon ........coviiiiiiiiiiiiinniennennnnnnns Carlos Chausson
Padre Fray Antoniode Marchena ............c.ciiiiiiiiiiiennnnn. Luis Alvarez
KingFernando ..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeneennenns Stefano Palatchi
BeatriZz ENriquez .........covviiiinnieneronnennecnsonncsonnas Victoria Vergara

Orchestra and Chorus of the Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona
Theo Alcantara

CD1 64:52 CD2 47:45

Sponsored by Grupo Endesa * La Sociedad Estatal para la Ejecucién de Programas y Actos
Conmemorativos del Quinto Centenario del Descubrimiento de América and
Sociedad Estatal de Gestion de Activos (AGESA)

A full track and cast list can be found on pages 2 and 3 of the booklet
The Spanish libretto and an English translation are included in the booklet,
and may also be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/660237 htm
Recorded live at the Gran Teatre del Liceu, Barcelona, Spain, from 24th to 29th September, 1989
Production and engineering: Sony BMG Music ¢ Publisher: Beteca Music
Cover photo: José Carreras and Montserrat Caballé in Cristobal Colon, Gran Teatre del Liceu,
Barcelona, September 1989, by Antoni Bofill (used with kind permission)
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