La gazza ladra (The Thieving Magpie) marked a culmination of the convergence of serious and comic elements in
Rossini’s work. The result is an ideal hybrid: a tragic opera with a happy ending that rises to the status of true opera
seria. With its outstanding dramatic and musical qualities it remains one of Rossini’s greatest and most successful
operas, a constant presence in the repertoire since its triumphant 1817 premiére in Milan. This performance is
conducted by Alberto Zedda, who made his conducting début in 1956, produced the first critical edition of La gazza
ladra, and is widely acknowledged as one of the world’s foremost authorities on the operas of Rossini.
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Recorded live at the Kurhaus Bad Wildbad, Germany, 1st, 2nd and 4th July 2009
for the XXI ROSSINI IN WILDBAD Festival (Artistic director: Jochen Schonleber)

A Co-production with Siidwestrundfunk ¢ Producer: Siegbert Ernst ¢ Engineers: Norbert Vossen and Siggi Mehne
Editor: Dr. Anette Sidhu-Ingenhoff ¢ Booklet notes: Alberto Zedda ¢ Synopsis: Reto Miiller ® Cover Photo: Paolo Zeccara
Critical edition by Alberto Zedda (Universal Music Publishing, Ricordi S.r.l., Milano)

The Italian libretto may be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/660369.htm
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