Born in Lisbon of Italian parentage, Pedro Anténio Avondano was employed at the court of Joseph I,
becoming Portugal’s leading comp of instr tal music and dances for the royal ballet. Il mondo
della luna (‘The World on the Moon’) was a hugely successful libretto by Carlo Goldoni and was set by
the likes of Haydn — its comic tale seeing the social climber and strict moralist Buona Fede duped into
thinking that he is on the moon. This narrative of illusion in collision with love, jealousy and power

A detailed track list and recording details can be found inside the booklet.
The Italian libretto can be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/660487.htm
Publisher: Jorge Matta (annex to his doctoral thesis) ® Sponsors: Dgartes; Camara Municipal de Lisboa
A co-production with Ciéncia Viva — Agéncia Nacional para a Cultura Cientifica e Tecnoldgica;
Ministério da iéncia e Ensino Superior; Biblioteca Nacional de Portugal ¢ Edition commissioned by
the Teatro Nacional de Sdo Carlos, Lisbon, 1994 ¢ Booklet notes: Jorge Matta, Marcos Magalhaes
Cover: Astronomical observations (1711) by Donato Creti (1671-1749)
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