Rimsky-Korsakov’s Christmas Eve, based on a short story by Gogol, centres on the love of the blacksmith Vakula for
the rich farmer’s daughter Oksana, who mockingly requires him to obtain for her the Tsarina’s shoes in order to win
her hand in marriage. However, evil spirits are on the rampage imperilling their love — a witch on her broomstick
gathers the stars and the devil steals the moon. Rimsky-Korsakov blends Christian and pagan elements, Ukrainian
folk songs and carols, and atmospheric orchestral interludes in this vivacious and fantastical village romance.
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A production by Naxos and Oper Frankfurt ¢ A detailed track list can be found inside the booklet.

The Russian libretto plus English and German translations can be accessed at www.naxos.com/libretti/660543.htm
Recorded live: 17-19 December 2021 and 8 January 2022 at Oper Frankfurt, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
Recording producers, editing and mixing: Felix Dreher, Teresa Kunz ¢ Final balance and mastering: Felix Dreher
Microports: Margit Baruschka, Clemens Albus, Tobias Hamann, Felix Straday
Booklet notes: Maximilian Enderle, Christof Loy
Cover photo from the Oper Frankfurt production: © Monika Rittershaus
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