Mieczystaw Weinberg flourished as a composer despite working amidst political and personal setbacks.
He gained the admiration of Shostakovich, and was championed by the leading Soviet musicians of the
day. The suite Polish Melodies was given its first performance by the Moscow Philharmonic Orchestra
with Karl Eliasberg in December 1950. The work consists of an introduction, waltz, polka then mazurka,
and is exactly the kind of well-crafted light music that Soviet composers were producing in the ominous
last years of Stalin’s reign. Polish Melodies was recorded during the sessions for Weinberg’s complete
music for cello and orchestra with soloist Nikolay Shugaev and the Tyumen Philharmonic Orchestra
conducted by Yuri Medianik, available on CD (8.574679) and all streaming platforms.

Mieczystaw

WEINBERG

(1919-1996)

Polish Melodies, Op. 47, No. 2 (1950)

1| 1. Adagio — Allegro — 2:30
2| I1. Andantino 3:22
3| III. Allegro 3:44
4| IV. Allegro moderato 3:53

Tyumen Philharmonic Orchestra

(Valeriya Yankovskaya, Concertmaster)

Yuri Medianik

Recorded: 18—20 January 2024 at the Tyumen Philharmonic Hall, Russia
Producer: Nikolay Shugaev ¢ Sound producer: Andrey Semenov
Sound engineer: Elizaveta Mikhaylova ¢ Booklet notes: Richard Whitehouse
Publisher: Compozitor Publishing House, St Petersburg « Cover: G. Paolo Zeccara
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