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MARIA SZYMANOWSKA
COMPLETE DANCES FOR SOLO PIANO

Displaying exceptional musical precocity, the young pianist Maria 
Szymanowska proved a sensation in Warsaw’s salons, before 
moving to Paris where her fame spread. Greatly admired by her 
contemporaries, who included Beethoven, Cherubini, Field and 
Tomášek, she later also cast a spell over the elderly Goethe during 
one of her many long European tours. Before her early death, from 
cholera, she was employed by the Russian imperial court as First 
Pianist to the empress. Written for the aristocratic salons of the day, 
Szymanowska’s collections of dances are, for the most part, pleasing 
and light, yet always inventive. These beautifully written miniatures 
also include more challenging pieces such as the Polonaise No. 4 
and the Mazurka No.17 whose darker moments foreshadow the 
early German Romantics.
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1-* 18 DANSES 33:40

(-b 24 MAZURKAS 13:57

c-h 6 MINUETS 16:22

i POLONAISE SUR L’AIR NATIONAL FAVORI 
 DU FEU PRINCE JOSEPH PONIATOWSKY  02:33

j DANSE POLONAISE 03:39

k COTILLON OU VALSE FIGURÉE   04:09

TOTAL TIME: 74:00
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Booklet notes in English and German. Distributed by Naxos. 
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