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Thomas Hardy

Jude the Obscure
Read by Neville Jason 

Sexually innocent Jude Fawley is trapped into marriage by the seductive Arabella 
Donn, but their union is an unhappy one and Arabella leaves him. Jude’s welcome 
freedom allows him to pursue his obsession with his pretty cousin Sue Bridehead, 
a brilliant, charismatic freethinker who would be his ideal soul mate if not for her 
aversion to physical love. When Jude and Sue decide to lead their lives outside marriage 
they bring down on themselves all the force of a repressive society. This fearless and 
outspoken story caused a furore on its publication and was Hardy’s last novel.

Neville Jason trained at RADA, where he was awarded the diction prize 
by Sir John Gielgud. He has been a member of the BBC Radio Drama 
Company three times, and may be heard in radio plays, documentaries 
and arts programmes. For Naxos AudioBooks his readings include 
Vasari’s Lives of the Great Artists, Freud, War and Peace, Gulliver’s 
Travels, Far From the Madding Crowd, Favourite Essays, The Once and 

Future King, Evgenii Onegin, Wessex Tales and Remembrance of Things Past, both 
unabridged and abridged. He won AudioFile awards for The Captive, Time Regained, 
The Once and Future King and War and Peace.
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