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Anthony Trollope

Dr Thorne
Read by David Shaw-Parker

Dr Thorne, the third novel in Anthony Trollope’s Chronicles of Barsetshire, sees the author 
steer away from the church politics of the fi rst two novels and move towards the scandals 
and prejudice of the upper tiers of Victorian era aristocracies.
 It tells the tale of Frank Gresham and Mary Thorne, a couple intent on marriage despite 
their confl icting social backgrounds. Frank is engaged in a fi erce battle with his family as 
his mother vehemently opposes the marriage and pushes him to marry a wealthy heiress; 
however, Frank shuns her attempts as he is determined to accept Mary on her own terms.
 Trollope’s classic, trademark prose shines in Dr Thorne: always solicitous, gentle and 
kind to his readers, the author peppers his narrative with wonderfully witty observations 
that will leave you smiling.

David Shaw-Parker trained at RADA and began his career with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company in 1977. His recent theatre appearances 
include My Fair Lady, The False Servant and Oedipus Rex at The Royal 
National Theatre, and The Country Wife, Acorn Antiques, Heavenly Ivy 
and Uncle Vanya in London’s West End. He has recorded extensively for 
BBC radio and his previous recordings for Naxos AudioBooks include 
Plato’s Symposium and Alice Through the Looking Glass. 
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