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Horace Walpole

The Castle of Otranto
Read by Neville Jason

The Castle of Otranto is regarded as the first Gothic novel. The son of 
Manfred, Prince of Otranto, is mysteriously killed on his wedding day by 
a huge helmet. The event leads to a fast-paced story of jealous passion, 
intrigue, murder and supernatural phenomena unfolding in an atmosphere of 
thunderclaps, moonlight and dark castle walls - mirroring the inner turmoils 
of the characters themselves. Horace Walpole’s tale, an immediate success 
when it first appeared in 1764, is a classic of its genre.

Neville Jason trained at RADA, where he was awarded the 
diction prize by Sir John Gielgud. He has been a member 
of the BBC Radio Drama Company three times, and may be 
heard in radio plays, documentaries and arts programmes. For 
Naxos AudioBooks his readings include Vasari’s Lives of the 
Great Artists, Freud, War and Peace, Gulliver’s Travels, Far From 

the Madding Crowd, Favourite Essays, The Once and Future King, Evgenii 
Onegin, Wessex Tales and Remembrance of Things Past, both unabridged 
and abridged. He won AudioFile awards for The Captive, Time Regained, The 
Once and Future King and War and Peace.
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