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In this, the fi rst prose history in European civilisation, Herodotus 
describes the growth of the Persian Empire with force, authority and 
style. Perhaps most famously, the book tells the heroic tale of the 
Greeks’ resistance to the vast invading force assembled by Xerxes, King 
of Persia. Here are not only the great battles – Marathon, Thermopylae, 
Salamis – but also penetrating human insight and a powerful sense of 
destiny at work.

David Timson has made over 1,000 broadcasts for BBC Radio Drama. 
For Naxos AudioBooks he has written The History of Theatre and 
directed four Shakespeare plays. He has also read the entire Sherlock 
Holmes canon and Gibbon’s Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire. 
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