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John Milton

Paradise Lost
Read by Anton Lesser

‘Of Man’s First Disobedience, and the Fruit 
Of that Forbidden Tree, whose mortal taste

Brought Death into the World, and all our woe…’

Paradise Lost is the greatest epic poem in the English language. In words remarkable 
for their richness of rhythm and imagery, Milton tells the story of Man’s creation, fall 
and redemption – to “justify the ways of God to men”.

Milton produced characters which have become embedded in the consciousness of 
English literature – the frail, human pair, Adam and Eve; the terrible cohort of fallen 
angels; and Satan, tragic and heroic in his unremitting quest for revenge.

The tale unfolds from the aftermath of the great battle between good and evil to 
the moving departure of Adam and Eve from Eden, with human and eternal anguish 
intertwined in magnificent resonance. 

Anton Lesser is one of Britain’s leading classical actors. He has played 
many of the principal Shakespearean roles for the Royal Shakespeare 
Company including Petruchio, Romeo and Richard III. His career has also 
encompassed contemporary drama, notably The Birthday Party by Harold 
Pinter. Appearances in major TV drama productions include The Oresteia, 
The Cherry Orchard, Troilus and Cressida and The Mill on the Floss.

“With Anton Lesser’s spirited rendering of Paradise Lost playing in your car, 
road rage will be quite forgotten and traffic jams almost welcome.”
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