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The Pleasures of the Garden
An Anthology

Selected and Introduced by Christina Hardyment

Read by Anton Lesser, Frances Jeater, 
Sean Barrett, David Timson and others

The Pleasures of the Garden begins in ancient China and ends on the Isle 
of Man; it admires both stately landscaped parks and a soap box full of 

red geraniums on a fire-escape. It shows that gardening is for everybody, 
whatever their resources. It features classic writers on gardens such as  
John Evelyn and Gertrude Jekyll, famous historical figures like Pliny the 

Younger, Francis Bacon and Thomas Jefferson, the novelists Jane Austen, 
Charlotte Brontë and Robert Louis Stevenson, and the poets  

John Donne, John Clare, W.B. Yeats and Rudyard Kipling.

Christina Hardyment is an historian and writer who is 
especially interested in the way that domestic circumstances 
and surrounding landscapes affect creativity. 
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