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When her father remarries, the honest, innocent Molly Gibson suddenly finds herself 
with a new stepsister, Cynthia, who is beautiful, worldly and impetuous. This would be 
more than enough to deal with, but the new wife is the deeply snobbish (and darkly 
secretive) Hyacinth. 
	 Thwarted love, scheming ambition and small-town gossip underlie the warmth, 
irony and brilliant social observation which link the relationships and the inevitable 
conflicts as profound change comes to rural England.
	 The most mature and rewarding of her novels, Wives and Daughters places Elizabeth 
Gaskell in the first rank of English authors.

Patience Tomlinson has appeared extensively in theatre and radio in the 
UK. She has worked for the Royal National Theatre and the Young Vic, and 
was twice a member of the BBC Radio Drama Company. She has made 
over 1,500 broadcasts, including stories, books, radio plays and poetry. For 
Naxos AudioBooks, she has played the part of Emilia in Othello.
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