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The second volume opens with the continuing confrontation between the two 
Emperors, Alexander I and Napoleon. In the year of 1812, Andrei rejoins the Western 
Army and Nikolai, too, is at work again; in Moscow, Natasha’s continuing illness 
brings her closer to Pierre: the personal drama continues. And amid the action, Tolstoy 
discusses the forces that move history, the roles of leaders and the masses in history, 
as well as chance, genius and the individual. One of the greatest monuments in world 
literature draws to a close.

Neville Jason trained at RADA, where he was awarded the diction prize 
by Sir John Gielgud. He has been a member of the BBC Radio Drama 
Company three times, and may be heard in radio plays, documentaries and 
arts programmes. For Naxos AudioBooks his readings include Vasari’s Lives 

of the Great Artists, Freud, Gulliver’s Travels, Far From the Madding Crowd, Favourite 
Essays, The Once and Future King, Evgenii Onegin, Wessex Tales and Remembrance of 
Things Past, both unabridged and abridged. He won AudioFile awards for The Captive, 
Time Regained and The Once and Future King.
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