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The reverse side of a record cover usually presents the artist in some detail, while the person responsible for the technica. side

of the recording has to be content with seeing his name in the “Facts” column. Sometimes this makes for a conspicuous m-
balance, and in the case of Bertil Alving’s recordings for the Proprius label there is every reason for bringing his name our into
the limelight: what he has succeeded in doing with the spatial and accustic conditions of Bollmoradalen’s church is quite amazing.

The church is built in the manner of churches in Sweden during the last twenty years — well-suited to speech, but less favourable for
music. But when [ listen to Bertil Alving’s sound it fecls as though thespace and the organ’s tone melt together into a consummate whole.
Great ability and experience lie behind this result.

In the case in point, the church was rapidly refurnished. The seating cushions were reckoned to be much too absorbent, so they were
collected in small piles in different parts of the church. The microphanes were placed further and further from the organ, their height
being constantly adjusted. No big changes, but small, careful alterations. In this case the tone was not a complete success, until Bertil
placed two small extra microphones at strategically important points in order to give the acoustic that little extra lift which the room

demanded.

So the listener ¢aa imagine how much time was required for preparation before the artist and the recording technicians could call the
ringing result a g2nuine Proprius sound — although it actually ought to be called ”Alving-sound™!
Erik Lundkvist, organist
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We praise thee great Lord The organia Bollmoradalen’s

church wis buile by Waleer
Thiir Orgelbygzen AB, Tors-
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