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Ronald Center (1913–73) is sometimes described as ‘the Scottish Bartók’, and his 
music does indeed capture some of the wild energy of the Scottish landscape 
in a style of Bartókian asperity. It also shows affinities with the music of Busoni, 
Debussy, Prokofiev, Shostakovich and Vaughan Williams, absorbed into an 
individual style that is audibly Scots. Center wrote with striking concision and 
meticulous craftsmanship, his works encompassing a wide range of emotions – 
heart-felt sorrow, grim humour, relaxed lyricism, dark despair – in a crisp and 
succinct manner, animated by sharp wit and irony.
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RONALD CENTER Music for Solo Piano
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	 Piano Sonata*	 12:29

	 Six Bagatelles, Op. 3*	 15:18

	 Andante 	 2:06

	 Sarabande 	 1:56

	 Air 		  1:59

	 Pantomime 	 4:27
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	 Larghetto 	 2:42

	 Sonatine 	 9:04

	 Hommage 	 3:11

	 Three Etudes 	 5:43

	 Impromptu 	 3:55

	 Three Movements for Piano 	 6:58
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