Alexandre Boély (1785—1858) is best remembered as a member of the long French NN
tradition of organist-composers. His piano music, by contrast, is as good as unknown, &
and yet it is an important link between the Baroque and Classical worlds of eighteenth-

century France and the emerging Romanticism of the nineteenth. This recording, on TOCCATA
an Erard piano from 1853, highlights both its Classical poise and its Romantic charm, CLASSICS
revealing Boély as a forerunner of composers like Saint-Saéns, whom he taught, as well

as other piano pioneers such as Alkan, Chopin and Liszt, all of whom this prominent

Parisian musician and teacher may well have known personally. TOCC 0471

ALEXANDRE BOELY Piano Music, Volume One
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24 Piéces diverses pour piano divisées en 2 suites, Op. 20
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