
With worldwide acclaim and numerous awards, Xu Shuya is one of the leading composers
to emerge from the Chinese ‘New Wave’. His fascination with his Chinese heritage is
eloquently expressed in pieces such as Insolation, inspired by the heroic myth of Kaufu
Chasing the Sun, and Yun, which unites the famous ‘Purple Bamboo Melody’ with
symphonic textures and gestures. Cristal au Soleil Couchant expresses the intensity of light
and colours at sundown, while Echos du Vieux Champ conjures nostalgic memories of the
composer’s homeland. Shaped by spiritual concepts and the Tibetan landscape, Nirvana
evokes the ‘bittersweet pleasure’ of ‘faint distant melodies, like tunes from heaven’.
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XU SHUYA
(b. 1961)

1 Insolation (1997-2014) 11:29
2 Cristal au Soleil Couchant (Crystal Sunset) (1992) 10:42
3 Echos du Vieux Champ 

(Echoes of the Old Country) (1993) 10:21
4 Nirvana (2000) 18:17
5 Yun (2007)* 12:40

A co-production with ORF RSO Vienna and the Shanghai Conservatory of Music
Recorded at ORF RadioKulturhaus, Vienna, Austria, on 24th, 25th and 27th August, 2014

Producer and editor: Erich Hofmann • Engineer: Friedrich Trondl
Publishers: Éditions Henry Lemoine (tracks 1, 5); Gérard Billaudot Éditeur (tracks 2, 3); 

Radio France (track 4) • Booklet notes: Xu Shuya
Cover photo: Wingkit (Dreamstime.com)
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WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDINGS

*Shu-ying Li, Soprano • *Qilian Chen, Soprano
ORF Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra

Gottfried Rabl




