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The Goldberg Variations, named after the fourteen-year old harpsichordist, Johann Gottlieb
Goldberg, for whom it is thought they were written, are the last of a series of keyboard music
Bach published under the title of Clavieriibung. Based on a single ground bass theme, the
mastery and power of the variations are astonishing, and the range of emotion they
encompass is unparallelled in Bach’s instrumental music. The work has long been regarded
as the most important set of variations composed in the Baroque era: in 1802 Johann
Nicolaus Forkel, the author of the first biography of J. S. Bach, praised the work as the
‘model, according to which all variations should be made’.
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Goldberg Variations, BWYV 988
[ Aria 3:57 Variation 16 2:55
2 Variation 1 1:39 Variation 17 2:07
@ Variation 2 1:29 Variation 18 1:19
[@ Variation 3 2:24 Variation 19 1:27
[B Variation 4 0:59 Variation 20 2:01
[6] Variation 5 1:23 @2 Variation 21 2:23
Variation 6 1:21 [ Variation 22 1:39
Variation 7 1:46 Variation 23 2:08
[@ Variation 8 1:44 5 Variation 24 2:31
Variation 9 1:45 Variation 25 10:00
[ Variation 10 1:32 Variation 26 2:05
f@ Variation 11 1:53 Variation 27 1:49
@3 Variation 12 1:56 Variation 28 2:10
Variation 13 4:05 Variation 29 2:00
f5 Variation 14 2:08 @1 Variation 30 1:45
Variation 15 4:18 (B2 Aria 4:49
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