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7 47313 29227 1

8.572922 Playing Time: 60:38

Ferruccio BUSONI (1866-1924)
Clarinet Concertino, Op 48*
Flute Divertimento, Op 52**
Rondò arlecchinesco, Op 46†

Gesang vom Reigen der Geister, Op 47
Tanzwalzer, Op 53
Eine Lustspielouvertüre, Op 38
Giammarco Casani, clarinet * • Laura Minguzzi, flute **
Gianluca Terranova, tenor †

Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma • Francesco La Vecchia

All six of these orchestral works exemplify Busoni’s personalised 
classicism. The Lustspielouvertüre (Comedy Overture) is light, and 
almost Mozartian in clarity, whilst Gesang vom Reigen der Geister (Song 
of the Spirit Dance) is a delicately scored chamber piece, forward-looking 
in both style and content. Both the Concertino for Clarinet and the Flute 
Divertimento reveal Busoni’s affinity for solo instruments; the former 
is deftly organised and the latter more obviously capricious. The spirit 
of Johann Strauss II haunts the infectious Tanzwalzer and the Rondò 
arlecchinesco unleashes Busoni’s broadsides of wit.

In 2002 Francesco La Vecchia was appointed Artistic Director and 
Resident Conductor of the Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma. Under his 
leadership the orchestra has rapidly achieved success in Europe and in 
highly successful tours to St Petersburg, Madrid, Belgrade, Brussels, Rio 
de Janeiro, Brasilia, London, Athens, Berlin, Beijing and Shanghai.

Companion Titles

8.572413 8.572414 8.572415 8.572416

Francesco La Vecchia

Orchestra Sinfonica di Roma
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Francesco_La_Vecchia/80174.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572414
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572415
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572416
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572413
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7 30099 03127 1

8.660312-13 Playing Time: 1:42:01

Saverio MERCADANTE (1795-1870)
Don Chisciotte alle nozze di Gamaccio
Ugo Guagliardo, bass • Domenico Colaianni, buffo
Laura Catrani, soprano • Ricardo Mirabelli, tenor
Hans Ever Mogollon, tenor • Giulio Mastrototaro, baritone
San Pietro a Majella Chorus, Naples
Czech Chamber Soloists, Brno • Antonino Fogliani

A contemporary of Rossini and Donizetti, Saverio Mercadante was one of 
Italy’s most productive 19th century operatic composers. Don Chisciotte 
alle nozze di Gamaccio was written during the composer’s stay in Spain, 
and is based on a chapter of Cervante’s Don Quixote in which the hero 
prevents the forced marriage of a poor farm girl to the wealthy Camacho. 
Magnificently entertaining and dramatically innovative, Don Chisciotte 
combines fashionable Neapolitan style with Spanish folk music elements 
in an unforgettable melodramma giocoso. It is heard on this recording in 
its first modern performance.

Antonino Fogliani’s many conducting engagements have taken him 
to leading international opera houses and concert halls. For Rossini in 
Wildbad he has directed Ciro in Babilonia, L’occasione fa il ladro, Mosè in 
Egitto, La scala di seta, Il signor Bruschino and Otello, as well as Vaccaj’s 
La sposa di Messina.

Companion Titles

8.660282-83 8.660277-78 8.660302 8.660275-76

Antonio Fogliani

World Première
Recording

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559712
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660277-78
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660302
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660275-76
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.660282-83


7 47313 23507 0

8.572350 Playing Time: 72:40
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Peter MAXWELL DAVIES (b 1934)
Symphony No 3 • Cross Lane Fair*
Mark Jordan, Northumbrian pipes* • Rob Lea, bodhran*
BBC Philharmonic • Peter Maxwell Davies

Peter Maxwell Davies’s Symphony No. 3 is the product of symmetry 
and proportion based on the principles of Renaissance architecture. It 
is also a dynamic and thrilling seascape, one that both invokes medieval 
chant and summons up the violent buffeting of the waves, and the stirring 
cliff-face full of nesting birds. The dual inspirations of proportion and the 
natural world are seamlessly coalesced, and the Symphony teems with 
evocative sounds and brooding passages both expansive and time-
defying in their beauty. Cross Lane Fair is a lighter work, scored for 
Northumbrian pipes, bodhran (an Irish drum) and chamber orchestra, 
inspired by the memories of a fairground that Maxwell Davies visited as 
a child.

Universally acknowledged as one of the foremost composers of our 
time, Sir Peter Maxwell Davies has made a significant contribution to 
musical history through his wide-ranging and prolific output. He lives in 
the Orkney Islands off the north coast of Scotland, where he writes most 
of his music.

Companion Titles
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 8.572348 8.572349 8.557399 8.557400

Jun Märkl

BBC Philharmonic
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http://www.naxos.com/person/Peter_Maxwell_Davies_26094/26094.htmt
http://www.naxos.com/person/Peter_Maxwell_Davies_26094/26094.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572349
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557399
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557400
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572348
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8.572683 Playing Time: 53:52

Franz Xaver DUSSEK (1731-1799)
Four Symphonies in:
G major (Altner G4) • B flat major (Altner Bb2)
A major (Altner A3) • B flat major (Altner Bb3)
Helsinki Baroque Orchestra • Aapo Häkkinen

Mozart’s friend Franz Xaver Dussek (in whose summer villa he completed 
Don Giovanni) was a pianist, celebrated teacher and the leading 
composer of instrumental music in Prague. Like his compatriot Wanhal, 
Dussek completed his musical training in Vienna and, unsurprisingly, 
his works reflect the strong influence of composers such as Hofmann, 
Haydn and Dittersdorf. Dussek’s symphonies, most of which appear to 
have been composed in the 1760s and 1770s, are works of great charm 
and vivacity, cleverly orchestrated and full of striking melodic ideas as 
this recording amply demonstrates.

In 1998 Aapo Häkkinen won second prize at the Bruges Harpsichord 
Competition. He was also awarded the NDR special prize for his 
interpretations of Italian music. Since then, he has appeared as soloist 
and conductor in most European countries, in Israel, in the United States 
and in Mexico.

Companion Titles
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8.555878 8.557818 8.570597 8.572550
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Aapo Häkkinen

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559709
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557818
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570597
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572550
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555878
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7 47313 28697 3

8.572869 Playing Time:
65:22 

7 47313 27497 0

8.572749 Playing Time:
65:24 

Qunihico HASHIMOTO (1904-49)
Symphony No 2† • Three Wasan*† • Partita
Akiya Fukushima, baritone* • Tokyo Geidai Philharmonia • Takuo Yuasa

† World Première Recordings

Qunihico Hashimoto was one of the leading Japanese composers in the first 
half of the twentieth century. His synthesis of Japanese and European musical 
forms was founded on two years of study and travel in the West. Symphony No. 2 
was commissioned to celebrate Japan’s new postwar Constitution, but combines 
jubilation with an introspective nostalgia. Three Wasan sets Buddhist texts which 
describe the beauty of ‘pure land’ or heaven, merging traditional chant with bel 
canto expressiveness. Innovative for its time, the early Scherzo con sentimento 
melds Japanese music with Western neo-classicism. Hashimoto’s Symphony No. 
1 can be heard on 8.555881.

Takuo Yuasa regularly performs throughout Europe and the Far East. 
In Japan he has held the position of Principal Conductor with the 
Gumma Symphony Orchestra and in the United Kingdom he has been 
Principal Guest Conductor of the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra 
and of the Ulster Orchestra in Northern Ireland.

Zoltán KODÁLY (1882-1967)
Háry János Suite • Dances of Galánta
Ernö DOHNÁNYI (1877-1960) 
Konzertstück for Cello and Orchestra, Op 12
János Starker, cello • Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

When Kodály constructed a suite of music from his opera Háry János, he further 
immortalised the braggart soldier of the title. Dreamlike and fantastic, the six 
scenes are imbued with imaginative writing of sweeping intensity, embracing a 
love-duet, a mock-epic battle, a folk song, and a vigorous recruiting dance. In the 
Dances of Galánta he again employed the Hungarian verbunkos recruiting dance 
tradition to celebrate the eightieth anniversary of the Budapest Philharmonic 
Society. The Konzertstück of his compatriot and near-contemporary Ernö 
Dohnányi is a full scale cello concerto of considerable lyric beauty.

Gerard Schwarz was Music Director of the Seattle Symphony from 
1985 to 2011. He currently serves as Seattle Symphony Conductor 
Laureate and Music Director of the Eastern Music Festival. His 
considerable discography of over 330 releases showcases his 
collaborations with some of the world’s greatest orchestras, including 

the Czech Philharmonic, the London Symphony, Berlin Radio Symphony, 
Orchestre National de France and the Seattle Symphony, among others.

World Première
Recordings

http://www.naxos.com/person/Takuo_Yuasa/32186.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Gerard_Schwarz/32307.htm
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7 47313 28637 9

8.572863-64
2 CDs 

Playing Time: 
159:14

7 47313 27847 3

8.572784 Playing Time: 
61:16 

THE MANCHESTER GAMBA BOOK (c 1660)
Dietmar Berger, viola da Gamba 

The Manchester Gamba Book is the largest extant manuscript of 17th century 
viol music, now kept in the Watson music collection in Manchester. Different in 
many regards from the later cello, the secrets of viola da gamba performance 
style are revealed in this priceless volume, including Gervise Gerrarde’s Paven 
(C2   ), the most richly ornamented piece in the instrument’s literature. Other 
contributions include settings of popular English songs of the period, and from 
otherwise unknown musicians such as Stephen Goodall and Richard Sumarte.

Dietmar Berger now lives in Cologne and plays the cello as well 
as the viola da gamba in renowned ensembles such as the Delos 
Trio Köln (with Gudrun Höbold, violin, and Hubert Käppel, guitar) 
both in Germany and abroad; he appears as a soloist on numerous 
television and CD recordings.

Companion Titles
BUXTEHUDE Seven Trio Sonatas, Op 2 8.557249
BUXTEHUDE Six Sonatas 8.557250
CPE BACH Viola da gamba Sonatas 8.570740
JOHNSON The Prince’s Almain and other Dances for Lute 8.572178

TRISTAN’S HARP: Arthurian Medieval Music
Capilla Antigua de Chinchilla • José Ferrero

Repertoire
O que a Santa Maria . Tristrant muste sonder danc . Dance of the forest of no return
Deus est ensi comme li pellicanz . Redit aetas aurea . Ja nuls homs pres
Pange melos lacrimosum . Quarte Estampie Royale . La douce voiz du louseignol sauvage
Can vei la lauzeta . Des quando Deus sa madre . Dereit’ é de ss’ end’ achar

The feats of King Arthur and his Knights have inspired artistic creation in many art 
forms. In this disc we hear how troubadours spread their stories and we journey 
through twelfth-, thirteenth- and fourteenth-century Europe to encounter the 
Arthurian musical traditions of Germany, Spain, France and England. Full of allusions 
to legend, and also to contemporary events, the songs are masterpieces of their 
time. The composers include Alonso X el Sabio of Spain and Richard the Lionheart, 
whose Je nulls homs priz is one of the most beautiful of all medieval songs.

Tenor José Ferrero studied singing in Valencia with Ana Luisa 
Chova and has appeared as a soloist with distinguished conductors 
and colleagues, performing in Europe’s principal theatres and 
festivals. His interest in early music led to the foundation in 2002 
of the ensemble Capilla Antigua de Chinchilla, also recorded 
on Endechar (Naxos 8.572443).

Companion Titles
ENDECHAR: Lament for Spain 8.572443
SEPHARDIC ROMANCES: Traditional Jewish Music from Spain 8.553617
CARMINA BURANA (Medieval Songs) 8.554837
FROM BYZANTIUM TO ANDALUSIA: Medieval Music and Poetry 8.557637

15

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557249
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557250
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570740
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572178
http://www.naxos.com/person/Jose_Ferrero/115768.htm
http://www.naxos.com/person/Capilla_Antigua_de_Chinchilla/115618.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572443
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.553617
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.554837
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557637
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7 47313 27617 2

8.572761 Playing Time:
76:06

7 47313 24637 3

8.572463 Playing Time:
55:00

ENGLISH MUSIC FOR VIOLA AND PIANO
Sarah-Jane Bradley, viola • Christian Wilson, piano

Repertoire
Edgar BAINTON (1880-1956) • Sonata for Viola and Piano *
Theodore HOLLAND (1878-1947) • Suite in D for Viola and Piano
York BOWEN (1884-1961) • Piece for Viola *
Granville BANTOCK (1868-1946) • Viola Sonata in F major, ‘Colleen’
* World Première CD Recording

The four English composers represented on this disc were all born within a 
generation, and were inspired by the pioneering violist Lionel Tertis. Bainton’s 1922 
Viola Sonata veers restlessly between autumnal song and militaristic intensity, 
possibly influenced by his wartime experiences. Theodore Holland’s Suite in D is 
a theatrical, wide-ranging work full of ingenious themes, whilst York Bowen’s Piece 
for Viola is brief but ardent. Bantock’s Viola Sonata, by contrast, is a large-scale, 
powerful and rhapsodic statement full of profuse lyricism and romantic feeling.

Since making her concerto debut with the Philharmonia in 1992, and 
as a recitalist at the Wigmore Hall in 1997, Sarah-Jane Bradley has 
established a distinguished international reputation as a soloist and 
chamber musician. She is a pioneer of new works and has given the 
premières and recorded a number of new concertos for solo viola.

Companion Titles
ENGLISH VIOLA SONATAS 8.572208
THE ENGLISH VIOLA 8.572407
ALWYN Chamber Music 8.572425
MUSIC FOR VIOLA AND PIANO 8.572533

Andrés ISASI (1890-1940) • String Quartets, Vol 1
String Quartet No 0 in E minor, Op 83
String Quartet No 2 in A minor, Op 27
Isasi Quartet 

Andrés Isasi’s youthful promise can be heard in the easy romance of his Grieg and 
Dvorˇák influenced String Quartet No. 0. This falls outside the numbered sequence 
of his quartets but retained the composer’s affection and was never withdrawn 
from circulation. Given its première performance by the Isasi Quartet in 2010, the 
substantial String Quartet No. 2 is more symphonic in manner, and Isasi re-used 
movements in orchestral works such as the Suite No. 2 (8.557584). This is the first 
of three volumes of Isasi’s complete string quartets.

The Isasi Quartet blends the complexity and depth of German 
musical culture with the lyricism and sensuality of Southern 
Europe, a pairing also found in the string quartets of Andrés 
Isasi. The ensemble makes regular appearances at festivals 
and recital series in Germany, Austria, France and Spain, and 

works closely together with living composers.

Companion Titles
ISASI Symphony No 2, Suite No 2 8.557584
HALFFTER Chamber Music, Vol 3 8.572420
GERHARD / CASSADÓ / MONTSALVATGE Piano Trios 8.572647
TURINA Jardins d’Andalousie, Le Quartier de Santa Cruz 8.572682

World Première
CD Recording

http://www.naxos.com/person/Sarah_Jane_Bradley/69061.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572208
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572407
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572425
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572533
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557584
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572420
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572647
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572682
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7 47313 27577 9

8.572757 Playing Time:
63:28

7 47313 26747 7

8.572674 Playing Time:
78:39

HIDDEN WATERS
ChromaDuo (Tracy Anne Smith & Rob MacDonald, guitars)

Repertoire
Stephen GOSS (b 1964) • The Raw and the Cooked (Le Cru et le Cuit) • Still the Sea
Christopher William PIERCE (b 1974) • Adagio and Fugue • Three Pieces for Two Guitars
Roland DYENS (b 1955) • Niterói (‘Hidden Waters’) • Comme des Grands

Described by Classical Guitar Review as “nothing short of inspirational”, this 
début recording by Tracy Anne Smith and Rob MacDonald unveils a refreshing 
and innovative programme of works by some of the most exciting living 
composers of our time. Stephen Goss’s contrasting miniatures in The Raw and 
the Cooked reference musical greats from Django Reinhardt to Astor Piazzolla, 
and Still the Sea is a homage to Toru Takemitsu. Christopher William Pierce’s 
mellifluous sound world explores the sensual, the ornate and the spectacular. 
Following his innovative and rhythmic Niterói, Roland Dyens brings us home with 
the succulently melodic Comme des Grands.

Praised by Soundboard Magazine for their “great fluidity and 
technical perfection” and “sensitive and lyrical style”, Tracy 
Anne Smith and Rob MacDonald of ChromaDuo unveil 
refreshing and innovative programmes of new works by 
some of the most exciting living composers of our time.

Companion Titles
BROUWER La Ciudad de las Columnas 8.570251
CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO Music for Two Guitars, Vol 2 8.570779
OHANA Music for Ten-String Guitar 8.570948
LILBURN / FARQUHAR Guitar Music 8.572185

Carl Philipp Emanuel BACH (1714-1788)
Prussian Sonatas, Wq48
Susan Alexander-Max, Hofmann grand piano

Repertoire
Sonata No 1 in F major • Sonata No 2 in B flat major • Sonata No 3 in E major
Sonata No 4 in C minor • Sonata No 5 in C major • Sonata No 6 in A major

C.P.E. Bach was a chamber musician at the court of Frederick the Great for nearly 
three decades. He was also one of the greatest keyboard players in Europe. 
His compositional mastery is exemplified by the six ‘Prussian’ Sonatas of 1742, 
works of great expression and stylistic interest. His desire to explore ‘musical 
speech’ was accompanied by bold contrasts, tremendous dynamism, and acute 
sensitivity for the shaping of slow movements. These reveal his inventive, 
forward-thinking harmonies that both acknowledge the past but also strike out in 
vivid new directions.

Susan Alexander-Max is recognised internationally as a leading 
fortepianist and clavichordist specialising in the music of the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. A featured performer on 
international radio and television, she is known to festivals, museums, 
universities and music colleges world-wide.

Companion Titles
CLEMENTI Early Piano Sonatas, Vol 1 8.555808
CLEMENTI Early Piano Sonatas, Vol 2 8.557695
CLEMENTI Early Piano Sonatas, Vol 3 8.570475

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570251
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570779
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570948
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.572185
http://www.naxos.com/person/Susan_Alexander_Max/2750.htm
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.555808
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557695
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.570475
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6 36943 96802 4

8.559680 Playing Time:
79:36

7 47313 29177 9

8.572917 Playing Time:
71:12

David DEL TREDICI (b 1937)
GOTHAM GLORY: Complete Piano Works, Vol 1
Marc Peloquin, piano

Repertoire
Aeolian Ballade • Ballad in Lavender • Ballad in Yellow (after García Lorca)
S/M Ballade • Gotham Glory (Four Scenes of New York City)

Generally recognized as the father of the American Neo-Romantic movement 
in music, David Del Tredici has received numerous awards, including the 
Pulitzer Prize. His recent energetic output for piano solo is due partly to a close 
artistic collaboration with Marc Peloquin, resulting specifically in S/M Ballade, a 
“pianistic terror”. The finale of Gotham Glory is another virtuoso test, Del Tredici’s 
celebration of New York closing with a Grand Fantasy derived from a waltz by 
Emil Waldteufel. This is the first of three volumes of David Del Tredici’s complete 
piano music, with its generously rewarding combination of achingly expressive 
romanticism, subtle references and ever-present sense of covert and overt 
drama.

Pianist Marc Peloquin is the creator and curator of KeyedUp 
MusicProject, concerts dedicated to musical explorations with piano as 
the essential element. In these programs, Peloquin brings audiences 
new perspectives through a thematic approach to repertoire and the 
juxtaposition of works from different periods and styles.

STREET SONG
D Ray McClellen, clarinet * • Ellen Ritchey, soprano†

Anatoly Sheludyakov, piano‡

University of Georgia Wind Ensemble • John P Lynch

Repertoire
Wayne OQUIN (b 1977) • Tower Ascending* • Ricardo LORENZ (b 1961) • El Muro
Michael TILSON THOMAS (b 1944) • Street Song
Ralph VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958) • Toccata Marziale
James MOBBERLEY (b 1954) • Words of Love†

Igor STRAVINSKY (1882-1971) • Concerto for Piano and Wind Instruments‡

Aaron COPLAND (1900-90) • Fanfare for the Common Man

The expressive range and versatility of the wind ensemble is 
exemplified in this program from one of the world’s leading 
ensembles of its kind, which presents classics of the genre 
alongside new works. Wayne Oquin’s Tower Ascending pulsates 

with urban power whilst Richard Lorenz explores a web of Latin American 
music. Michael Tilson Thomas distils old and new perspectives and James 
Mobberely offers affecting Words of Love. We also hear Copland’s indelible 
Fanfare for the Common Man, Vaughan Williams’s intricate Toccata Marziale 
and Stravinsky’s brilliantly virtuosic Concerto.

http://www.naxos.com/person/Marc_Peloquin/117413.htm
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7 47313 29317 9

7 47313 12917 1

8.572931 Playing Time:
77:24

Playing Time:
68:558.571291 

Piotr Il’yich TCHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893)
The Sleeping Beauty, Op 66 (Highlights)
Slovak State Philharmonic Orchestra • Andrew Mogrelia

The second of Tchaikovsky’s three full length ballets, The Sleeping Beauty 
was initially given a lukewarm reception by the Tsar. Today it is regarded as the 
greatest achievement of Russian ballet music in the 19th century. Based on the 
Perrault fairy-tale La belle au bois dormant and choreographed by the legendary 
Petipa, this work overflows with radiant and joyous inventiveness. These 
highlights are taken from the complete recording on Naxos 8.550490-92, given 
*** recommended status by The Penguin Guide which praises Andrew Mogrelia’s 
conducting for its ‘warmth, grace and vitality’.

Andrew Mogrelia has had a varied career of concerts, recording and 
work with major dance companies. He has worked with the English 
National, Dutch National, Finnish National, Norwegian National 
ballets, Netherlands Dance Theatre, Birmingham Royal Ballet, 
Australian Ballet, West Australian Ballet and American Ballet Theater.

Companion Titles

Idil Biret Solo Edition, Vol 4
Robert SCHUMANN (1810-1856)
Abegg Variations, Op 1 • Piano Sonata No 2 in G minor, Op 22
Fantasie in C major, Op 17 • Toccata in C major, Op 7 
Idil Biret, piano

‘The most exciting young pianist to come to Montreal in years. 
She has a personal magnetism that belongs only to a certain 
type of virtuoso performer, one who succeeds in hypnotizing you 
no matter how what he or she is playing… Miss Biret is one of 
the finest natural Schumann players I have ever come across. In 
fact I cannot recall ever hearing a better all round performance of 
Schumann’s Fantasiestücke in any concert hall in this city.’

The Montreal Star, Canada

‘Idil Biret deservedly belongs among the most important leading musicians on 
the Naxos label. Her Chopin can be recognised blindfold after a few notes... I 
regard her Schumann-Debussy-Tchaikovsky disc (8.550885) as a real jewel. 
Schumann’s Scenes from Childhood are seen through the eyes of an adult. 
Biret’s Debussy is full of sensitivity and intimate feeling.’

Klassik Forum, Germany

‘Idil Biret takes the opening movement of Schumann’s Kinderszenen very briskly 
and impetuously, but the performance then settles down and is sensitive and well 
characterized, especially the closing Golliwog’s Cakewalk. Good recording and 
recommendable couplings too (Naxos 8.550885).’

The Penguin Guide, UK

8.553338-39 8.553356-57 8.557098  8.572924
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http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.557098
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Peter MENNIN (1923-1983)
Moby Dick – Concertato for Orchestra
Symphony No 3 • Symphony No 7, ‘Variation-Symphony’
Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

Peter Mennin was a leading member of the school of American symphonic 
composers who came of age in the 1930s and 1940s, a group that includes 
David Diamond, William Schuman and others. Cast in a traditional design of 
three movements in a fast-slow-fast pattern, Symphony No. 3 is a work of great 
contrapuntal energy, percussive accents and propulsive rhythms. The composer 
described the passionate slow movement as “an extended song ... making use 
of sustained voice-weaving.” Symphony No. 7 develops in a single movement of 
remarkable contrasts and intensity. An exception to Mennin’s “pure” compositional 
approach, the concertato Moby Dick depicts “the emotional impact of the novel as 
a whole.” This recording has been acclaimed as “a fine tribute to an inexplicably 
neglected figure of the century’s American music scene” (Chicago Tribune).

6 36943 97172 7

8.559717 Playing Time:
65:40

6 36943 97182 6

8.559718 Playing Time: 
57:37

Alan HOVHANESS (1911-2000)
Symphony No 1 ‘Exile’, Op 17 No 2
Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints, Op 211*
Symphony No 50 ‘Mount Saint Helens’, Op 360
Ron Johnson, marimba* • Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

One of the most intriguing and individual of 20th century American composers, Alan 
Hovhaness rejected the cosmopolitan modernism of other leading composers of 
the 1930s and ’40s. The connection Hovhaness felt with his Armenian heritage is 
evident in his Exile Symphony, which commemorates the flight forced upon those 
people by the Ottoman Turks after World War I. Delicacy, charm and vitality in 
the Fantasy on Japanese Woodprints evoke the composer’s love for Japan, and 
the 1980 eruption of Mount Saint Helens inspired the Symphony No. 50, with its 
remarkable evocation of the violent power and hauntingly mystic beauty of nature 
in “startlingly realistic engineering” (Gramophone).

8.559708 8.559709 8.559712 8.559715

Companion Titles

http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559708
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559709
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559712
http://www.naxos.com/catalogue/item.asp?item_code=8.559715
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Maurice RAVEL (1875-1937) • Daphnis et Chloé (Complete Ballet)
Alan HOVHANESS (1911-2000) • Meditation on Orpheus, Op 155
Scott Goff, flute • Seattle Symphony Chorale • Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

Sergey Dyagilev commissioned Ravel to write music for the ballet Daphnis et Chloé with choreography 
by Michel Fokine: Daphnis was danced by Nijinsky. This ‘choreographic symphony’, in Ravel’s words, is a 
pastoral romance that drew from the composer a succession of beguiling scenes paying tribute as much to 
the France of the late eighteenth century as to any Greek setting. The score is masterly, ranging from the 
luminous to a Bacchanale, in a musical fresco of unrivalled beauty. Alan Hovhaness’s Meditation on Orpheus 
evokes the mystery and charged energy of ancient Greece.

Companion Titles

Felix MENDELSSOHN (1809-1847)
Symphony No 2 in B flat major, Op 52, ‘Lobgesang’
Margaret Chalker, soprano • Madeline Rivera, soprano • Vinson Cole, tenor
Seattle Symphony Chorale • Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

Mendelssohn wrote his Second Symphony or Lobgesang (‘Hymn of Praise’) in 1840, to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of Gutenberg’s invention of movable type. This symphony-cantata, as the composer termed it, 
is duly permeated with a rich and often jubilant spirit, and patterned after Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in 
its solo vocal and large choral forces. The rich orchestral palette is supplemented by thrilling and expressive 
vocal writing, which includes solos and duets of great beauty, and culminates in a blazing fugal ending.

7 47313 12097 0

7 47313 12107 6

7 47313 12117 5

Sergey PROKOFIEV (1891-1953)
Suites Nos 1 & 2 from Romeo and Juliet, Op 64a & 64b
Allegro meditativo from Two Pushkin Waltzes, Op 120 No 2
Seattle Symphony • Gerard Schwarz

Sergey Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet was completed after the composer’s final repatriation to Soviet Russia 
after a period abroad. It was written for the Kirov Ballet but early productions faltered, and Prokofiev soon 
adapted his music to the concert hall. The Suites avoid narrative sequence, selecting crucial moments such 
as the famous “balcony scene”, and dramatic climaxes such as The Death of Tybalt. Composed to celebrate 
the famous author’s 150th anniversary, the Pushkin Waltzes are relaxed, easygoing, and with a typically witty 
edge.

8.571209 

8.571210 

8.571211 

Playing Time: 
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Playing Time:
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Playing Time:
69:13
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A Musical Journey: VENICE
A Musical Visit to the Lagoons and Islands of Venice
Music by Vivaldi

The Places • A city built on an archipelago of 117 islets, Venice is remarkable in many ways. Unsullied by 
modern traffic, its buildings retain much of their historic character and something of the magic of the place 
is reflected in our tour which starts and ends with the lagoon, after visiting the islands of Burano, Murano, 
Torcello and San Michele.

The Music • Violinist, priest and most prolific composer, Antonio Vivaldi was born in Venice in 1678 and spent 
most of his life there, associated for much of the time with the Ospedale della Pietà, a charitable institution for 
girls, with a strong musical tradition. The music for the tour is taken from his collection of twelve concertos, 
L’Estro Armonico (Harmonic Inspiration), published in Amsterdam in 1711.

Video Format • NTSC / Colour / 4:3
Audio Format • DTS 5.1 / Dolby Digital 5.1 / PCM Stereo 2.0
Region Coding • No Region Coding

A Musical Journey: RUSSIA / UKRAINE
A Musical Visit to St Petersburg, Moscow, Odessa and the Crimea
Music by Tchaikovsky

The Places • Our visit starts in St Petersburg, with its palaces and gardens and strange white nights by the 
River Neva. It continues with scenes of life in Moscow, Red Square, the Kremlin, monasteries and the Bolshoy 
Theatre. There is a final homage to the poet Pushkin, with portraits and memorabilia from Ukraine and from 
Russia.

The Music • Tchaikovsky completed his Fifth Symphony in 1888, and regarded it with his usual critical 
diffidence. “Having played my symphony twice in St Petersburg and once in Prague, I have decided it is a 
failure. There is something repellent in it, some over-exaggerated colour, some insincerity of invention, which 
the public instinctively recognises”, he wrote, in a letter to his patroness Nadezhda von Meck. It nevertheless 
achieved considerable success, eventually winning Tchaikovsky’s own approval, and has remained a popular 
element in Russian symphonic repertoire ever since. His Marche Slave of 1876 
reflects patriotic Russian feelings at a time of Balkan conflict with Turkey.

Video Format • NTSC / Colour / 4:3
Audio Format • DTS 5.1 / Dolby Digital 5.1 / PCM Stereo 2.0
Region Coding • No Region Coding

A Musical Journey: GERMANY
A Musical Visit to the Benedictine Abbey Church at Ottobeuren
Music from ‘Messiah’ by Handel

The Places • The monastery at Ottobeuren was founded in 764 and included buildings from the succeeding 
centuries, subsequently destroyed by fire. The present buildings date from the beginning of the 18th century, 
with the church rebuilt under the architect Johann Michael Fischer. It remains a remarkable monument to its 
period, and the ornate Abbey Church, with its frescoes and elaborate rococo decoration is bewildering in its 
splendour.

The Music • Music accompanying the visit to Ottobeuren consists of choruses from Handel’s oratorio Messiah, 
written in 1741. Of all English oratorios Handel’s Messiah has always been the most overwhelmingly popular. 
It is the least theatrical of all his oratorios and the most purely sacred in its choice of subject, the Messiah, a 
compendious version of the coming of Christ, His death and resurrection. The text, by Charles Jennens, drew 
extensively on the Authorized Version of the Bible, and an additional attraction has 
always been the large number of choruses included, a larger number than in any 
other of Handel’s oratorios.

Video Format • NTSC / Colour / 4:3
Audio Format • DTS 5.1 / Dolby Digital 5.1 / PCM Stereo 2.0
Region Coding • No Region Coding
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7 47313 52895 0
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