This overview of Cavalli’s operatic music paints a picture of both the nature of opera as it was
developing in Venice at the time, and the composer’s own artistic and compositional talent. Although
influenced by Monteverdi, Cavalli imbued his music with his own individual style, in particular the E
quality of cantabilita (singability), which is especially evident in this selection of arias and duets from

five early operas.
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Roberto Abbondanza, Baritone * Gianluca Belfiori Doro, Counter-tenor = z

i

=

Mario Cecchetti, Tenor * Mediterraneo Concento * Sergio Vartolo

Recorded at Chiesa Vecchia di San Zeno, Cavalo, Verona, Italy, from 1st to 4th November, 2003
Producer and engineer: Michael Seberich ¢ Musical Assistance: Antonio Scavuzzo
Editor: Corrado Ruzza * Mixing and mastering: Michael Seberich * Booklet notes: Sergio Vartolo
English translations: Susannah Howe ¢ A full track list can be found on page 3 of the booklet
Cover image: The Death of Dido (oil on canvas) by Andrea Sacchi (1599-1661)
(Musée des Beaux-Arts, Caen, France / Giraudon / Bridgeman Art Library)
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