It is astonishing to recall that five years after the premiére of Swan Lake, one of the greatest of all
Russian ballets, and of Tchaikovsky’s three full-length ballets the one with the greatest number of
memorable tunes, the composer wrote to his editor: “To save this music from sinking into oblivion, I

would like to make it into a concert suite modelled on Delibes... published both as a symphonic score

and as a transcription for four hands.” The original transcription by the pianist Eduard Langer is 8.570418
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Recorded at the Piano School Berlin-Mitte, Germany, in January 2007
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Cover image: The Death of the Swan, illustration for La Gazette du Bon Ton
inspired by Tchaikovsky’s ballet Swan Lake, (French School, 1924)
(Bibliotheque des Arts Décoratifs, Paris / Archives Charmet / The Bridgeman Art Library)
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