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Alexander Moyzes, one of the leading Slovakian composers of his generation, created a nationally 
inspired style that also assimilated trends aligning his music with contemporaries such as 
Shostakovich. The Eleventh Symphony builds on the success of the Tenth (8.573654), intensifying its 
emotional impact and developing sophisticated cycles of transformation and variation. Simpler and 
more concise than preceding works, the Twelfth Symphony was Moyzes’ final orchestral statement 
and his ‘diary in music’. He said it ‘also seeks to express my attitude to life. …we have to take life as 
it is, with all its digressions, demands and haste.’

	 Symphony No. 11, Op. 79 (1978)	 37:41
1	 I. Andante – Allegro ma non troppo 	 8:40
2	 II. Allegretto 	 5:34
3	 III. Andante: Un poco tenuto	 13:01
4	 IV. Allegro	 10:22

	 Symphony No. 12, Op. 83 (1983)	 32:08 
5	 I. Larghetto – Allegro	 12:29
6	 II. Andante sostenuto 	 9:38
7	 III. Allegro	 9:58
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With Eugene Suchoň and Jan Cikker, Alexander Moyzes must be considered one of the three leading 
Slovak composers of the early 20th century. To the orchestra of the great late romantics such as 
Richard Strauss and Gustav Mahler, Moyzes added astringent harmonies and rhythms drawn from 
the folk-music of his native country, creating an individual yet highly approachable musical voice. 
The Eleventh and Twelfth Symphonies complete his cycle of symphonies all of which are available 
on the Marco Polo label. They confirm Moyzes' stature as a major symphonist in the great Central 
European tradition.


