
Claudio Santoro’s prolific output includes a cycle of 14 symphonies that is widely recognised as
the most significant of its kind from Brazil. All of the works in this programme come from
Santoro’s remarkable final decade, in which he allied more traditional and eclectic styles to his
earlier experiments. Both the Concerto Grosso and the Three Fragments on BACH were written
for student orchestras, but are nonetheless substantial pieces which show his command of
writing for strings. The Eleventh Symphony is one of the densest and most dramatic of the cycle,
its finale exploding into an evocation of the opening of Brahms’ First Symphony, while the
Twelfth Symphony is an unusual ‘sinfonia concertante’ for nine soloists and orchestra.
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Claudio

SANTORO
(1919–1989)

Concerto Grosso for string quartet
and orchestra (1980)*           14:18
1  I. Andante                                       7:05
2  II. Lento molto                               3:59
3  III. Allegro vivo – Finale               3:02

Symphony No. 11 (1984)*  17:00
4  I. Andante – Allegro                      7:33
5  II. Allegro                                        3:12
6  III. Lento – Allegro vivo                6:02

Três Fragmentos sobre BACH 
(‘Three Fragments on BACH’) 
(1985)                                    12:13
7  I. Adagio – Allegro moderato        4:03
8  II. Lento                                          4:57
9  III. Allegro vivo (ma non troppo)  3:05
Symphony No. 12 
(1987, rev. 1988–89)*           25:20
0  I. Andante                                     12:48
!  II. Allegro                                        2:43
@  III. Allegro – Moderato                 9:37

The series The Music of Brazil is an initiative of the Brazilian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Recorded: 27 November to 2 December 2019 at Centro Cultural Oscar Niemeyer, Goiânia, Brazil 1–3 7–9

and 25–30 April 2022 at Teatro Escola Basileu França, Goiânia, Brazil 4–6 0–@

Producer, engineer and editor: Ulrich Schneider • Booklet notes: Gustavo de Sá • Publisher: Edition Savart
The Goiás Philharmonic Orchestra is a body of the Goiás State Government, 

under the Department for Development and Innovation • Sponsored by SEDI Goiás
Cover: Tile panel, Espaço Dercy Gonçalves, Teatro Nacional Claudio Santoro, Brasília, DF (1978) 

by Athos Bulcão (1918–2008) • Courtesy of Fundação Athos Bulcão (www.fundathos.org.br)
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*WORLD PREMIERE RECORDING

Goiás Philharmonic Orchestra • Neil Thomson
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