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A student of Rimsky-Korsakov and Balakirev and a contemporary of
Stravinsky and Rachmaninov, Semyon Alexeyevich Barmotin (1877-1939)
flourished in the years before the Russian Revolution. His was probably
the first Ballade for solo piano written by a Russian composer and this
large-scale work exemplifies his perfect control of expansive form,
Lisztian virtuosic impulse and thematic variety. The two sets of Morceaux
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