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Thomas Hardy 
THE TRUMPET-MAJOR
Read by Nicholas Rowe

War threatens the rich, green fi elds of Wessex in Hardy’s historical novel, The 
Trumpet-Major. The Napoleonic Wars are at their height, and upheaval and 
uncertainty plague British soil. In the midst of it all the impoverished beauty Anne 
Garland fi nds herself at the centre of a love quadrangle. She is torn between the 
persistent and annoying Festus Derryman, her womanising childhood sweetheart 
Bob Loveday, and the reliable and thoughtful John Loveday, the eponymous 
Trumpet-Major. Who will she choose? Hardy’s eighth published novel is a gentle 
and humorous tale about the confusion and confl ict of life.

Nicholas Rowe’s theatre credits include The Madness of George III, Nation, 
Victory, Whipping It Up and See How They Run. His television work includes 
Da Vinci’s Demons, Loving Miss Hatto, The Borgias, Beau Brummel and 
A Harlot’s Progress, and his fi lms include Nicholas Nickleby, Lock, Stock and 
Two Smoking Barrels and Young Sherlock Holmes. He has also read The Return 
of the Native (Hardy) and Sylvester (Heyer) for Naxos AudioBooks.
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