UNFORGETTABLE
PERFORMANCES
ON NAXOS DVDS

Naxos on DVD – an astonishing array
Representing almost all periods of musical history, the Naxos DVD list ranges from electric emotional
dramas in early music masterpieces by Cavalli and Monteverdi, moves through the high romance of
Donizetti and heroics of Verdi, right up to compelling contemporary productions such as Petitgirard’s
The Elephant Man.
Allied to strength in the sheer variety of titles listed there is substantial depth in the unique points of
interest associated with each title. We focus on less familiar works by universally beloved composers
such as Puccini and Schubert, world première releases such as Copland’s The City, and revivals of
forgotten masterpieces such as Rossi’s Cleopatra.
Each opera production is produced, performed and filmed to the highest standards, with casts including
internationally renowned soloists as well as exciting new discoveries. Spectacular staging and the special
atmosphere at major festivals all contribute to create genuinely unforgettable visual and experiences.
The majority of these releases also exist in CD format, and as such are standard-bearers in terms of
sound quality.
Other titles capture unique events such as the special performance of Haydn’s Harmoniemesse in the
presence of Pope Benedict XVI, celebrate star talents like “the great Verdian bass” Carlo Colombara,
make available significant but rarely seen films such as The Plow that Broke the Plains, or enhance
annual festivities such as Christmas with Winchester College Chapel Choir.
Populated with a multitude of acclaimed musicians, remarkable productions and unique events, each
title in the Naxos DVD catalogue is a richly rewarding highlight in its own right.
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
New Releases
NEW
2.110358
ALDRIDGE, R.L. (b. 1954)

Parables - An Interfaith Oratorio
(NTSC)

Robert Aldridge and Herschel Garfein are internationally renowned for their
GRAMMY® award-winning opera Elmer Gantry (2007). Their follow-up
collaboration, Parables (2010) is a cantata for soloists, a 200-voice choir and
80-piece orchestra. The attack on the World Trade Center in September 2001
haunts its writing but the use of passages from the Torah, New Testament and
Koran seeks to bind the major faiths’ commonality,
hopeful of healing and reconciliation. In this staged
performance young dancers, costumes, and projection
emphasize the music’s powerfully theatrical impact.
7

47313 53585 9

NEW
2.110353
KREISLER, F. (1875-1962)

Kraggerud Plays Kreisler
(NTSC)

Playing on Fritz Kreisler’s own ‘Bergonzi’ violin (from c. 1740), the brilliant young
violinist Henning Kraggerud presents a programme of Kreisler’s compositions for
violin. Filmed in the intimate surroundings of Oslo’s historic ‘Old Lodge’, this is a
world premiere recording of many of these arrangements for violin and orchestra.
Kraggerud introduces the works himself, and leads the Oslo Camerata in a
sparkling, thrilling concert.

7

47313 53535 4

NEW
2.110357
LOKUMBE, H. (b. 1948)

Can You Hear God Crying?
(NTSC)

Award-winning composer and trumpet player Hannibal Lokumbe is a leader in
expressing the African-American experience through his orchestral and choral
music, with a special focus on civil rights leaders. Can You Hear God Crying? is a
ʻspiritatorioʼ which takes us on a journey from hardship and suffering to healing and
celebrations of courage and peace, told through the forced migration aboard a slave
ship endured by Lokumbeʼs great-grandfather Silas Burgess. Combining jazz, gospel
and chamber music together with West African prayers
and songs, this is both a moving commemoration and a
spectacularly festive event which faces past and present
with honesty and deep spiritual understanding.
7

3

47313 53575 0

New Releases
NEW
2.110348

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 1: Music for the Theater
(Stravinsky: Firebird Suite /
Ravel: Daphnis et Chloé, Suite No. 2) •
Program 2: What Makes A Masterpiece?
(Beethoven: Symphony No. 5)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53485 2

NEW
2.110349

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 3: The New World and Its Music
(Dvořák: Symphony No. 9,
“From the New World” / Zwilich: Avanti!) •
Program 4: Politics and Art (Shostakovich: Symphony No. 5)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53495 1

NEW
2.110350

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 5: Relationships in Music
(Schumann: Symphony No. 3, “Rhenish” /
Brahms: Academic Festival Overture) •
Program 6: The Living Art
(Danielpour: A Hero’s Journey / Jones: Concerto for Violoncello /
Schwantner: The Poet’s Hour)
(NTSC)

7

4

47313 53505 7

UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
New Releases
NEW
2.110351

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 7: Music’s Emotional Impact
(Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4) •
Program 8: Mahler: Love, Sorrow and Transcendence
(Mahler: Symphony No. 2: 1st movement / Songs)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53515 6

NEW
2.110284

ELDAR NEBOLSIN LIVE IN CONCERT IN
ST. PETERSBURG TCHAIKOVSKY: Piano Concerto No. 1
RACHMANINOV: Piano Concerto No. 2
BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 4
(NTSC)

Against the backdrop of St Petersburg’s beautiful Court Capella, Eldar Nebolsin
performs the piano concertos of Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov with a passion
and sincerity as palpable on screen as live in the hall. With such evident pleasure
and seemingly with ease, he transforms the familiar into
something fresh and wonderful. He is seen live with
Vladimir Lande and the St Petersburg State Symphony
Orchestra. Bonus material shows Nebolsin as soloist
in an intimate and equally engaging performance of 7 47313 52845 5
Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Sonata.

NEW
2.110283

TIANWA YANG LIVE IN ST. PETERSBURG -

TCHAIKOVSKY: Violin Concerto
BRAHMS: Violin Concerto • YSAŸE: Violin Sonata No. 3
J.S. BACH: Partita No. 2
(NTSC)

This is the accomplished and stylish Russian debut of Tianwa Yang – one of the
most unusual and energetic violinists of our time. To an enthusiastic audience
within the walls of the beautiful Court Capella in St Petersburg, she performs the
much-loved concertos of Tchaikovsky and Brahms with
the St Petersburg State Symphony Orchestra under the
sensitive direction of Vladimir Lande. The remarkable
intensity of her playing is just as apparent in both her
encore – Ysaÿe’s Violin Sonata No. 3 – and her separate 7 47313 52835 6
performance of Bach’s solo Partita No. 2.

5

Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110613
ADAMO, M. (b.1962)

Little Women

(Houston Grand Opera, 2000) (NTSC)
Based on Louisa May Alcott’s enduringly popular novel about the adventures
of Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy in civil-war era New England, Mark Adamo’s opera
Little Women has been performed in more than 70 national and international
engagements since its 1998 première by Houston Grand Opera and has achieved
the status of an American classic. This recording, with a superb cast expertly
directed for television, vividly brings to life an opera that The New Yorker hailed as
“A beautifully crafted work, brilliantly molding Alcott’s tale into operatic form,” and
The New York Times dubbed a “masterpiece”.
7

47313 56135 3

NBD0007
ADAMO, M. (b.1962)

Little Women

(Houston Grand Opera, 2000) (Blu-ray, HD)
Based on Louisa May Alcott’s enduringly popular novel about the adventures
of Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy in civil-war era New England, Mark Adamo’s opera
Little Women has been performed in more than 70 national and international
engagements since its 1998 première by Houston Grand Opera and has
achieved the status of an American classic. This recording, with a superb cast
expertly directed for television, vividly brings to life an opera that The New Yorker
hailed as “A beautifully crafted work, brilliantly molding
Alcott’s tale into operatic form,” and The New York
Times dubbed a “masterpiece”.
7

30099 00076 5

NEW
2.110358
ALDRIDGE, R.L. (b. 1954)

Parables - An Interfaith Oratorio
(NTSC)

Robert Aldridge and Herschel Garfein are internationally renowned for their
GRAMMY® award-winning opera Elmer Gantry (2007). Their follow-up
collaboration, Parables (2010) is a cantata for soloists, a 200-voice choir and
80-piece orchestra. The attack on the World Trade Center in September 2001
haunts its writing but the use of passages from the Torah, New Testament and
Koran seeks to bind the major faiths’ commonality,
hopeful of healing and reconciliation. In this staged
performance young dancers, costumes, and projection
emphasize the music’s powerfully theatrical impact.
7

6

47313 53585 9

UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110270
ALFANO, F. (1875-1954)

Cyrano de Bergerac

(Palau de les Arts “Reina Sofia”, 2007) (NTSC)
While best known today for having composed the ending to Puccini’s unfinished
Turandot, Franco Alfano wrote some dozen operas, including Cyrano de Bergerac
(1936) with a libretto by Henri Cain based on Edmond Rostand’s drama of the same
name. It is a moving tale of romantic misunderstanding, swashbuckling bravado and
heartbreaking loyalty, in which the eloquent Cyrano feels unable to express his love for
Roxane because of his famously protuberant nose—except on behalf of his handsome
but inarticulate friend, Christian. When Domingo and Radvanovsky sang Cyrano
and Roxane at New York’s Metropolitan Opera, Andante
magazine wrote: “Incredibly, Cyrano is his 121st role. And it
suits him splendidly…Soprano Sondra Radvanovsky was
luminous as Roxane, her passionate outbursts showing off
her powerful upper register to good effect”.
7 47313 52705 2

NBD0005
ALFANO, F. (1875-1954)

Cyrano de Bergerac

(Palau de les Arts “Reina Sofia”, 2007) (Blu-ray, HD)
While best known today for having composed the ending to Puccini’s unfinished
Turandot, Franco Alfano wrote some dozen operas, including Cyrano de Bergerac
(1936) with a libretto by Henri Cain based on Edmond Rostand’s drama of the same
name. It is a moving tale of romantic misunderstanding, swashbuckling bravado and
heartbreaking loyalty, in which the eloquent Cyrano feels unable to express his love for
Roxane because of his famously protuberant nose—except on behalf of his handsome
but inarticulate friend, Christian. When Domingo and Radvanovsky sang Cyrano
and Roxane at New York’s Metropolitan Opera, Andante
magazine wrote: “Incredibly, Cyrano is his 121st role. And it
suits him splendidly…Soprano Sondra Radvanovsky was
luminous as Roxane, her passionate outbursts showing off
7 30099 00056 7
her powerful upper register to good effect”.

2.110271
BERLIOZ, H. (1803-1869)

Benvenuto Cellini

(Salzburg Festival, 2007) (NTSC)
‘A mix of futurism à la Metropolis, fantasy à la Batman and quotes from Piranesi’s
Carceri, juxtaposed in the form of photo montages, enhanced with…robots, a helicopter,
a shark and the winged vehicle of a pop star Pope’, was how the Neue Zürcher Zeitung
described this astonishing Salzburg Festival production of Berlioz’s Benvenuto Cellini.
The high-calibre cast, headed by Burkhard Fritz as the temperamental Renaissance
artist and the 26-year-old Latvian soprano Maija Kovalevska as Teresa, the woman
with whom he tries to elope, is conducted by Valery Gergiev who ‘pulled out all the
stops. He whips the Vienna Philharmonic into a delirium
similar to that which possibly took hold of the composer’.
(Der Standard) This is French grand opera at its fast-paced
and spectacularly-staged best.
7 47313 52715 1

7

Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
NBD0006
BERLIOZ, H. (1803-1869)

Benvenuto Cellini

(Salzburg Festival, 2007) (Blu-ray, HD)
‘A mix of futurism à la Metropolis, fantasy à la Batman and quotes from Piranesi’s
Carceri, juxtaposed in the form of photo montages, enhanced with…robots, a helicopter,
a shark and the winged vehicle of a pop star Pope’, was how the Neue Zürcher Zeitung
described this astonishing Salzburg Festival production of Berlioz’s Benvenuto Cellini.
The high-calibre cast, headed by Burkhard Fritz as the temperamental Renaissance
artist and the 26-year-old Latvian soprano Maija Kovalevska as Teresa, the woman
with whom he tries to elope, is conducted by Valery Gergiev who ‘pulled out all the
stops. He whips the Vienna Philharmonic into a delirium
similar to that which possibly took hold of the composer’.
(Der Standard) This is French grand opera at its fast-paced
and spectacularly-staged best.
7

30099 00066 6

2.110614-15 • 2 DVDs
CAVALLI, F. (1602-1676)

La Virtu de’ Strali d’Amore
(Teatro Malibran, 2008) (NTSC)

La virtù de’ strali d’Amore was the first of ten operas Cavalli wrote with librettist
Giovanni Faustini. Set in Cyprus, the plot involves enchanted and pastoral
elements, love and its thwarting, the counterpointing of Man and God, sorcery,
revelation and ultimate resolution, all accomplished in a brilliant series of scenes.
A follower of Monteverdi, Cavalli reveals the influence of the older man but also
his own pronounced independence. Fabio Biondi and Europa Galante have
become one of the most admired partnerships in the history of baroque music
performance.

7

47313 56145 2

2.110231
COPLAND, A. (1900-1990)

The City
(NTSC)

Made for the 1939 New York World’s Fair (“The World of Tomorrow”), The City is a
seminal documentary film distinguished for the organic integration of narration (scripted
by city planner Lewis Mumford), cinematography (Ralph Steiner and Willard Van Dyke),
and music (Aaron Copland). The score, arguably Copland’s highest achievement in
film, was also his ticket to Hollywood; it has been called “an astonishing missing link not
only in the genesis of Copland’s Americana style but in American music and cinema”
(Mark Swed, The Los Angeles Times ). As the film contains no dialogue, it is possible
to create a fresh soundtrack and discover musical riches
inaudible on the original monaural recording. As Copland
created no suite from The City, the present DVD at the
same time marks the WORLD PREMIÈRE RECORDING
of this music in its entirety.
7 47313 52315 3

8

UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110264
DONIZETTI, G. (1797-1848)

Lucrezia Borgia

(Teatro Donizetti, 2007) (NTSC)
Based on Victor Hugo’s most sensational play, Lucrèce Borgia, a scandalous
tale of murder, torture, incest, homosexuality, drunkenness and orgies, Donizetti’s
opera is one of the great masterpieces of Italian bel canto repertoire. While
omitting some of its more excessive elements, the libretto by Felice Romani
inspired Donizetti to compose superb arias, duets, ensembles and choruses,
bringing each act to a stirring conclusion. Beautifully costumed and designed,
brimming with high drama and pathos, this production
stars in the infamous title rôle Greek diva Dimitra
Theodossiou, praised for her stupendous acting and
singing in Donizetti’s Roberto Devereux (Naxos DVD
7 47313 52645 1
2.110232).

2.110268
DONIZETTI, G. (1797-1848)

Maria Stuarda

(Sferisterio Opera Festival, 2007) (NTSC)
In Donizetti’s opera Maria Stuarda the rôles of the doomed queen and her cousin,
Elizabeth I, have been taken by some of the greatest divas, from Malibran to
Gruberova and Tosi to Baltsa, each revelling in the high drama of their tragically
linked fates. “Contributing greatly to the success of the work, the young Maestro
Riccardo Frizza revealed himself as a deep and sensitive interpreter of this
score, managing to capture all the nuances of Donizetti’s music…Laura Polverelli
portrayed with elegance and pride the character of Elizabeth, her furies, doubts
and jealousies; Maria Pia Piscitelli was a wonderful
Maria Stuarda, passionate, sorrowful, proud, dignified
when sentenced to death, recalling her past sins yet
conscious of her innocence” (MusiCulturA)
7 47313 52685 7

2.110616-17 • 2 DVDs
DONIZETTI, G. (1797-1848)

Marino Faliero

(1835 edition) (Bergamo Musica Festival, 2008) (NTSC)
Donizetti’s fiftieth opera, Marino Faliero, was first performed in Paris on 12 March
1835 with a cast comprising four of the finest singers of the period before premiering
in London a few weeks later. Although these premières were both overshadowed by
Bellini’s I Puritani, Marino Faliero subsequently enjoyed a long and successful run
of international performances throughout the 19th century before disappearing from
the stage until its modern revival in 1966. Set in Venice in 1355, it remains a major
work of Italian Romanticism, sentimental, martial, full of conspiratorial adventure
and culminating with the execution of the leading rôle.

7

9

47313 56156 0

Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110232
DONIZETTI, G. (1797-1848)

Roberto Devereux

(Bergamo Musica Festival, 2006) (NTSC)
One of Donizetti’s most emotionally raw operas, Roberto Devereux ossia Il conte di
Essex was also the third to be loosely based on episodes in the life of Queen Elizabeth
I. It deals with the love of Elizabeth and her favourite, the Earl of Essex, perhaps most
tellingly expressed in the Act I duet, Nascondi, frena i palpiti, o misero mio core / Hide,
hold back your palpitation, oh my wretched heart! Elizabeth’s subsequent abdication is,
however, a matter of dramatic licence, yet provides a memorable operatic conclusion
to this tragedy of love and jealousy as she despairs at the death of her lover – Quel
sangue versato al ciel s’innalza / The blood that is spilt rises up to Heaven. Directed by
Francesco Bellotto, this was the inaugural production of the
Bergamo Music Festival 2006, featuring the Greek soprano
and leading Donizetti specialist, Dimitra Theodossiou, and
the young American baritone Andrew Schroeder, both in
7 47313 52325 2
superb voice.

2.110263
GIORDANO, U. (1867-1948)

Marcella

(Festival della Valle d’Itria di Martina Franca, 2007) (NTSC)
This centenary performance of Umberto Giordano’s Marcella was prepared from
the composer’s manuscript, the score and parts having been destroyed during
World War II. Recalling Verdi’s La Traviata and Puccini’s La Rondine, as well as
Giordano’s own Andrea Chenier and Fedora, Marcella is the story of a poor girl
and a painter whose idyllic affair is shattered when events reveal that her true
love is actually a prince incognito. “Serena Daolio and Danilo Formaggia make an
attractive couple…Formaggia sings the role [of Giorgio] with enviable freedom and
certainly relishes Giordano’s long-lined melodies…The
supporting cast are all well cast, providing good support
in the ensembles in the opening scene…a fine, creditable
account of an interesting rarity.” (MusicWeb International) 7 47313 52635 2

2.110272
HAYDN, J. (1732-1809)

Mass No. 14 in B-flat major, Harmoniemesse
(Pontifical Mass with Pope Benedict XVI) (PAL)

7

10

47313 52725 0

UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
NBD0001-04 • 4 Blu-rays
HAYDN, F.J. (1732-1809)

The Virtual Haydn - Complete Works for Solo Keyboard
(Blu-ray, HD)

From McGill University’s Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Music Media
and Technology (Montreal, Canada) comes a path-breaking project. Performer
and musicologist Tom Beghin, Tonmeister and producer Martha de Francisco,
and recording engineer Wieslaw Woszczyk apply VIRTUAL ACOUSTICS for
the first time to a recording of this magnitude. In the “Immersive Presence”
Laboratory, surrounded by a semi-sphere of 24 loudspeakers, Tom Beghin plays
“as if” in the historical room. His sounds are captured, mixed with reverberation
responses identical to those of the actual location,
and retransmitted almost instantaneously through the
sphere, allowing him to engage “the room” then and
there.
7 30099 00016 1

NEW
2.110353
KREISLER, F. (1875-1962)

Kraggerud Plays Kreisler
(NTSC)

Playing on Fritz Kreisler’s own ‘Bergonzi’ violin (from c. 1740), the brilliant young
violinist Henning Kraggerud presents a programme of Kreisler’s compositions for
violin. Filmed in the intimate surroundings of Oslo’s historic ‘Old Lodge’, this is a
world premiere recording of many of these arrangements for violin and orchestra.
Kraggerud introduces the works himself, and leads the Oslo Camerata in a
sparkling, thrilling concert.

7

47313 53535 4

NEW
2.110357
LOKUMBE, H. (b. 1948)

Can You Hear God Crying?
(NTSC)

Award-winning composer and trumpet player Hannibal Lokumbe is a leader in
expressing the African-American experience through his orchestral and choral
music, with a special focus on civil rights leaders. Can You Hear God Crying? is a
ʻspiritatorioʼ which takes us on a journey from hardship and suffering to healing and
celebrations of courage and peace, told through the forced migration aboard a slave
ship endured by Lokumbeʼs great-grandfather Silas Burgess. Combining jazz, gospel
and chamber music together with West African prayers
and songs, this is both a moving commemoration and a
spectacularly festive event which faces past and present
with honesty and deep spiritual understanding.
7

11

47313 53575 0

Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110262
MASCAGNI, P. (1863-1945)

Amica

(Festival della Valle d’Itria, 2007) (NTSC)
Pietro Mascagni explored many different musical styles, from the verismo of his
ever-popular Cavalleria rusticana to the sentimental lyricism of Lodoletta. Amica
was composed at breakneck speed, reaching completion only a month before its
Monte Carlo première in 1905 conducted by the composer, and combined a return
to ‘realism’ with a more sophisticated style of writing. Its extravagant scenic and
vocal demands contributed to the opera’s neglect until recent times. Set in the Savoy
mountains around 1900, Amica is a ‘dramatic poem in two acts’ involving two brothers,
Giorgio and Rinaldo, whose love for the same woman, Amica, culminates in tragedy.
While today numbering among his least performed works,
Amica was initially a triumph, praised for its ‘passionate
accent’ and ‘impulsive sincerity’ by a contemporary critic,
and deemed ‘most worthy of re-evaluation’ according to
7 47313 52625 3
the composer’s biographer Roger Flury.

2.110224
MONTEVERDI, C. (1567-1643)

The Full Monteverdi
(NTSC)

Claudio Monteverdi’s Fourth Book of Madrigals (1603) explores differing emotional
states of abandoned lovers through the most dramatic and amazingly modern
music for vocal ensemble. The Full Monteverdi follows the simultaneous breakup of six couples from shocking revelation, vengeful anger and erotic longing for
reconciliation, as an ensemble film. Vulnerable and disarming, it will draw you into
its emotional journey and intensely moving portrait of contemporary love.

7

47313 52245 3

2.110230
MUSSORGSKY, M.P. (1839-1881)

Pictures at an Exhibition • A Night on Bare Mountain
(arr. L. Stokowski)
(+SEREBRIER: Symphony No. 3, “Symphonie mystique”)
(NTSC)

Filmed in Chester Cathedral during the National Youth Orchestra of Spain’s 2007
European tour, this concert features Leopold Stokowski’s inimitable and colourful
transcriptions of Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition and A Night on Bare
Mountain, the latter made famous by its inclusion in the 1940 Walt Disney film
Fantasia. José Serebrier’s ‘Symphonie mystique’, for strings, was written in the space
of just one week in 2003. Serebrier’s earlier recording of this work (Naxos compact
disc 8.559183) was hailed by FonoForum magazine as
“a vital, elegant masterwork…a shimmering prism of tone
… clearly formed and with a sure hand for reaching great
heights of ecstasy”.
7 47313 52305 4
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110266
PUCCINI, G. (1858-1924)

La Rondine

(Puccini Festival, 2007) (NTSC)
Although one of his most consistently lyrical operas, La rondine (The Swallow)
remains one of Puccini’s least known. Dissatisfied with the result of his work,
Puccini wrote three versions, with two different endings, and continued to
make further revisions up to his death in 1924. The innovative 2007 production
at the Torre del Lago Giacomo Puccini Festival, presented on this DVD, is in
effect a fourth version, which combines Acts I and II of the first version (1917),
with Lorenzo Ferrero’s 1994 orchestration of parts of the Finale of Act III of the
incomplete third version (1921), some of which had
survived only in piano score, as well as Ruggero’s Act I
romanza, Parigi è la città dei desideri, from the second
version (1920).
7 47313 52665 9

2.110277-78 • 2 DVDs
RIMSKY-KORSAKOV, N.A. (1844-1908)

The Legend of the Invisible City of Kitezh
(Teatro Lirico di Cagliari, 2008) (NTSC)

The Invisible City of Kitezh, completed in 1905, is a remarkable opera that fuses
folklore, mysticism and realism. Its subject is the story of the advancing Mongol
army’s entry to Great Kitezh and the city’s subsequent miraculous survival.
Rejecting archaisms and the more religiously inclined suggestions of his librettist,
Rimsky-Korsakov sought to create an opera that “is contemporary and even
fairly advanced”. It is therefore through-composed, hinting at times at Wagnerian
procedure, and flooded with the composer’s rich, apt and brilliant orchestral
palette, fully supportive of the powerful vocal writing.
7

47313 52775 5

2.110279
ROSSI, L. (1812-1885)

Cleopatra

(Sferisterio Opera Festival, 2008) (NTSC)
First performed at the Teatro Regio, Turin, on 5 March 1876, Lauro Rossi’s
penultimate opera Cleopatra caught the public’s attention in the wake of Verdi’s
Aïda (1871). Like that better-known work, it contains some wonderful arias
and set pieces, including a marvellous Act 1 banquet scene, Cleopatra’s Act
2 aria, the thrilling ensemble that closes Act 3, and the confrontation between
Cleopatra and Octavian in Act 4, all making for compelling viewing and listening.
From the brooding opening scene in which Diomedes foretells the fall of Egypt
to Cleopatra’s death scene, this gripping grand opera
by one of Italy’s forgotten masters springs vividly to life
in this revival filmed at the 2008 Macerata Sferisterio
Festival.
7 47313 52795 3
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Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110228
ROSSINI, G. (1792-1868)

La Cambiale di matrimonio

(Rossini Opera Festival, Pesaro, 2006) (NTSC)
The plot of La cambiale di matrimonie, which Rossini composed when he was
just eighteen years old, revolves around the farcical attempts of Tobia Mill, a rich
English merchant, to combine business with pleasure by forcing this daughter, the
lovely Fanny (“the merchandise”) to marry Slook, his rich colonial correspondent
from America, by means of a bill of exchange. Eventually, it is the gallant Slook
himself who persuades Mill to allow Fanny to marry her true love, Edoardo Milfort.
This Rossini Opera Festival—Pesaro production features two well-established
singers, Désirée Rancatore and Saimir Pirgu, who
are joined by three promising young singers: Fabio
Maria Capitanucci, Enrico Maria Marabellie and Maria
Gortsevskaya.
7 47313 52285 9

2.110259
ROSSINI, G. (1792-1868)

Il Turco in Italia

(Rossini Opera Festival, 2007) (NTSC)
Filmed live in 2007 at the prestigious Rossini Opera Festival in the composer’s
birthplace, Pesaro, Il Turco in Italia is a madcap ensemble opera with an inspired
score that boasts music of both comic genius and extraordinary beauty. Set in
Naples, it spins a crazy tale around a poet who uses the romantic entanglements
of the inhabitants with a Turkish prince as inspiration for the plot of his next play.
Ultimately, life imitates art as all ends happily, but not before a planned abduction
leads to a chaotic situation of mistaken identity … “The recitatives rollick along
and really sound like drama, you can believe something
is happening. I imagine that this was a brilliant evening
in the theatre.” (MusicWeb International on the CD
release)
7 47313 52595 9

2.110260
SCHUBERT, F. (1797-1828)

Alfonso und Estrella

(Theater an der Wien, 1997) (NTSC)
An all-star cast, world-famous choir and orchestra conducted by the renowned
Nikolaus Harnoncourt came together in May 1997 to celebrate the 200th
Anniversary of Franz Schubert’s birth with a new production of his rarely
performed opera Alfonso und Estrella. Despite his inexperience in the field,
Schubert provides some of his most poignantly beautiful music, notable for its
sensitive use of orchestral colour and strong vocal lines. Winner of two Emmys
and many other prestigious awards, Brian Large directed this historic Vienna
Festival production of one of Schubert’s most ambitious
major works.
7
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110230
SEREBRIER, J. (b. 1938)

Symphony No. 3, “Symphonie mystique”
(+MUSSORGSKY: Pictures at an Exhibition •
A Night on Bare Mountain (arr. L. Stokowski))
(NTSC)

Filmed in Chester Cathedral during the National Youth Orchestra of Spain’s 2007
European tour, this concert features Leopold Stokowski’s inimitable and colourful
transcriptions of Mussorgsky’s Pictures at an Exhibition and A Night on Bare
Mountain, the latter made famous by its inclusion in the 1940 Walt Disney film
Fantasia. José Serebrier’s ‘Symphonie mystique’, for strings, was written in the
space of just one week in 2003. Serebrier’s earlier recording of this work (Naxos
compact disc 8.559183) was hailed by FonoForum
magazine as “a vital, elegant masterwork…a shimmering
prism of tone … clearly formed and with a sure hand for
reaching great heights of ecstasy”.
7 47313 52305 4

2.110521
THOMSON, V. (1896-1989)

The Plow that Broke the Plains • The River
(NTSC)

Pare Lorentz’s The Plow that Broke the Plains (1936) and The River (1937) are
landmark American documentary films. Aesthetically, they break new ground in
seamlessly marrying pictorial imagery, symphonic music, and poetic free verse,
all realised with supreme artistry. Ideologically, they indelibly encapsulate the
strivings of Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s ‘New Deal’.

7

47313 55215 3

2.110225-26 • 2 DVDs
VERDI, G. (1813-1901)

Luisa Miller

(La Fenice, 2006) (NTSC)
Based on Schiller’s Kabale und Liebe (Intrigue and Love), Verdi’s tragic melodrama
Luisa Miller revolves around the loves of the heroine of the title and Rodolfo, son
of Count Walter, and the machinations of the Count’s steward, Wurm, who wants
Luisa for himself, resulting in the death of all three. Directed by Arnaud Bernard,
who took as his inspiration Bernardo Bertolucci’s 1976 film 1900, this La Fenice
production is led by the outstanding Bulgarian soprano Darina Takova whose
intense characterization of Luisa emphasizes the heroine’s inner torture, and
Giuseppe Sabbatini who brings a thrilling theatricality
to the rôle of Rodolfo, especially in the most famous
aria from the opera, Quando le sere al placido.
7
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Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Listing by Composer
2.110258
VERDI, G. (1813-1901)

Macbeth

(Sferisterio Opera Festival, 2007) (NTSC)
Verdi was justifiably pleased with Macbeth, his tenth opera and his first on a
Shakespearian subject – it would long remain his own favourite among his ‘early
period’ operas. Eighteen years later, at the invitation of the Théâtre Lyrique
in Paris, he substantially revised the score, and this version (sung in Italian)
is presented here in Pier Luigi Pizzi’s visually arresting 2007 production. The
talented young cast is headed by Giuseppe Altomare as Macbeth, one of Verdi’s
most profoundly modern anti-heroes – a political animal driven to bloody regicide
yet doomed by his very success – with Olha Zhuravel
as his obsessively ambitious wife, driven to madness
by her own guilt.
7

47313 52585 0

2.110234-35 • 2 DVDs
WOLF-FERRARI, E. (1876-1948)

La Vedova scaltra

(La Fenice, 2007) (NTSC)
Wolf-Ferrari’s comic opera La vedova scaltra (The Cunning Widow), is among
the works he based on plays by Goldoni. It matches closely the conventions of
18th-century opera buffa in its witty if sceptical look at the mechanisms governing
the interplay of human relations. Four hopeful suitors, English, French, Spanish
and Italian, vie for the hand of Rosaura, the cunning widow of the title, who
disguises herself to meet each wooer, eventually choosing the only one who can
demonstrate his sincerity. This production, filmed live at the Teatro La Fenice in
February 2007 in celebration of the 300th anniversary
of the birth of Goldoni in Venice in 1707, is the first to
appear on DVD.
7
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Collections
NEW
2.110348

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 1: Music for the Theater
(Stravinsky: Firebird Suite /
Ravel: Daphnis et Chloé, Suite No. 2) •
Program 2: What Makes A Masterpiece?
(Beethoven: Symphony No. 5)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53485 2

NEW
2.110349

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 3: The New World and Its Music
(Dvořák: Symphony No. 9,
“From the New World” / Zwilich: Avanti!) •
Program 4: Politics and Art (Shostakovich: Symphony No. 5)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53495 1

NEW
2.110350

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 5: Relationships in Music
(Schumann: Symphony No. 3, “Rhenish” /
Brahms: Academic Festival Overture) •
Program 6: The Living Art
(Danielpour: A Hero’s Journey / Jones: Concerto for Violoncello /
Schwantner: The Poet’s Hour)
(NTSC)

7
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Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Collections
NEW
2.110351

THE ALL-STAR ORCHESTRA -

Program 7: Music’s Emotional Impact
(Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 4) •
Program 8: Mahler: Love, Sorrow and Transcendence
(Mahler: Symphony No. 2: 1st movement / Songs)
(NTSC)

7

47313 53515 6

2.110612

CARLO COLOMBARA - The Art of the Bass
(NTSC)

Described as “the great Verdian bass” (Le Figaro) and a “Mefistofele who stood
out over all the others” (Der Neue Merker), Carlo Colombara brings some of the
most famous bass rôles to life in this wide-ranging programme. Emotions range
from the pride of Escamillo in Bizet’s Carmen, through the terrors of Verdi’s Attila,
to the tender recollections of Rachmaninov’s Aleko. Mephistopheles strides
powerfully through both Gounod and Boito’s operas, and Rossini’s comic wit
contrasts with the darkness of Mussorgsky’s Boris Godunov.

7

47313 56125 4

2.110512

CHRISTMAS WITH
WINCHESTER COLLEGE CHAPEL CHOIR
(NTSC)

This selection of music for Christmas brings together East and West in
the collaboration of Winchester College Chapel Choir and the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra. Recorded live in Hong Kong in December 2004, this disc
features a selection of perennial favourites from the Baroque period, including
Bach cantatas and Handel’s Messiah, and three exquisite modern carols.

7
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Collections
NEW
2.110284

ELDAR NEBOLSIN LIVE IN CONCERT IN
ST. PETERSBURG TCHAIKOVSKY: Piano Concerto No. 1
RACHMANINOV: Piano Concerto No. 2
BEETHOVEN: Piano Sonata No. 4
(NTSC)

Against the backdrop of St Petersburg’s beautiful Court Capella, Eldar Nebolsin
performs the piano concertos of Tchaikovsky and Rachmaninov with a passion
and sincerity as palpable on screen as live in the hall. With such evident pleasure
and seemingly with ease, he transforms the familiar into
something fresh and wonderful. He is seen live with
Vladimir Lande and the St Petersburg State Symphony
Orchestra. Bonus material shows Nebolsin as soloist
in an intimate and equally engaging performance of 7 47313 52845 5
Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Sonata.

2.110280-81

MARIA KLIEGEL - Cello Masterclass
(NTSC) (198-Page Book with 2 DVDs)

Well-used technical exercises enable cellists to master great cello works. Yet many pieces
still contain their own peculiar stumbling blocks and there are many obstacles that can only
be overcome with a certain expertise. In her book and DVD project ”Using Technique and
Imagination to achieve Artistic Expression“, «Quintessence» in 3 parts, the famous cellist
Maria Kliegel opens up a new avenue that is intended to help advanced cellists over these
obstacles. Through her concert performances as well as in the recording studio and as a
teacher, she has gathered considerable experience of specific aspects and pitfalls of the cello
technique. Using numerous examples from the cello repertoire, the book is a distillation of
her experience, while the 2 DVDs provide a demonstration of the cello techniques described
in the book. She also plays and analyzes the ”infamous“ passages from the Cello Concertos
by Haydn (D) and Schumann and from Tchaikovsky’s Rococo
Variations.Frequent sources of errors are exposed, tricks shown,
and various tips on how to get more out of practicing are given
along with helpful interpretative suggestions.

7

47313 52805 9

2.110227

NAXOS 20TH ANNIVERSARY CONCERT Virtuoso Music of the 19th Century
(NTSC)

The 19th century brought astonishing developments in instrumental skill,
marking, with Paganini and his innovations in violin technique, the true age of the
virtuoso. Earlier periods had seen great performers, but it was now combined with
changes in technique and with the development of particular instruments, notably
the piano, with which Liszt at first set out to rival Paganini. A distinctive feature
of the age was the pre-eminence of performer-composers. Bach, Handel, Mozart
and Beethoven had all been players, but now, changing technical demands and
possibilities opened a new world of virtuosity, the world
of Liszt and his successor Busoni, and of Sarasate,
Ernst, Joachim and Ries.
7
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Documentaries, Concerts, Operas - Collections
NEW
2.110283

TIANWA YANG LIVE IN ST. PETERSBURG -

TCHAIKOVSKY: Violin Concerto
BRAHMS: Violin Concerto • YSAŸE: Violin Sonata No. 3
J.S. BACH: Partita No. 2
(NTSC)

This is the accomplished and stylish Russian debut of Tianwa Yang – one of the
most unusual and energetic violinists of our time. To an enthusiastic audience
within the walls of the beautiful Court Capella in St Petersburg, she performs the
much-loved concertos of Tchaikovsky and Brahms with
the St Petersburg State Symphony Orchestra under the
sensitive direction of Vladimir Lande. The remarkable
intensity of her playing is just as apparent in both her
encore – Ysaÿe’s Violin Sonata No. 3 – and her separate 7 47313 52835 6
performance of Bach’s solo Partita No. 2.

20

UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Jazz DVDs
2.119015

ANITA O’DAY - Live in ‘63 and ‘70
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 20 page booklet featuring liner notes by Doug Ramsey,
rare photographs, and memorabilia collage
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 60 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90155 5

2.119017

ART BLAKEY - Live in ‘65
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 20 page booklet featuring liner notes by Michael Cuscuna,
rare photographs and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 60 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90175 3

7

47313 90195 1

2.119019

ART FARMER - Live in ‘64
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 20 page booklet featuring line notes by Don Sickler,
rare photographs, and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 60 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
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Jazz DVDs
2.119013

BILL EVANS - Live ‘64 - ‘75
(NTSC)

Special features:
-24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Robert Doerschuck,
foreword by Bill’s daughter Maxine, rare photographs and memorabilia.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 97 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90135 7

2.119009

CANNONBALL ADDERLEY - Live in ‘63
(NTSC)

Special features:
-24 page booklet featuring liner notes by John Szwed,
foreword by Olga Adderley-Chandler, afterword by Ira Gitler,
rare photographs and memorabilia.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 99 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90095 4

7

47313 90065 7

2.119006

CHARLES MINGUS - Live in ‘64
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 120 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Jazz DVDs
2.119020

COLEMAN HAWKINS - Live in ‘62 and ‘64
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Scott Deveaux,
a foreword by Colette Hawkins, rare photographs, and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 140 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90205 7

7

47313 90055 8

2.119005

DAVE BRUBECK - Live in ‘64 and ‘66
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 67 mins
No. of DVDs: 1

2.119002

DEXTER GORDON - Live in ‘63 and ‘64
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 70 mins
No. of DVDs: 1

7
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Jazz DVDs
2.119001

DUKE ELLINGTON - Live in ‘58
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (All Regions)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: mins
No. of DVDs: 1

7

47313 90015 2

2.119021

ERROLL GARNER - Live in ‘63 and ‘64
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 20 page booklet featuring liner notes by John Murph,
rare photographs, and memorabilia collage
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 60 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90215 6

7

47313 80014 8

2.108001

JAZZ ICONS SERIES 2
(8 DVD Box Set) (NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3, B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 10 hours 11 mins
No. of DVDs.: 8
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Jazz DVDs
2.108002

JAZZ ICONS SERIES 3
(8 DVD Box Set) (NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3, B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running Time: 10 hours 29 mins
No. of DVDs.: 8

7

47313 80024 7

7

47313 80034 6

2.108003

JAZZ ICONS SERIES 4
(8 DVD Box Set) (NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3, B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running Time: 9 hours 55 mins
No. of DVDs.: 8

2.119018

JIMMY SMITH - Live in ‘69
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Ashley Kahn,
a foreword by WBGO’s Bob Porter, rare photographs and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 90 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7
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Jazz DVDs
2.119007

JOHN COLTRANE - Live in ‘60, ‘61 and ‘65
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (All Regions)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 95 mins
No. of DVDs: 1

7

47313 90075 6

2.119012

LIONEL HAMPTON - Live in ‘58
(NTSC)

Special features:
-24 page booklet featuring liner notes by John McDonough,
foreword by Quincy Jones, rare photographs and memorabilia.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 57 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90125 8

7

47313 90145 6

2.119014

NINA SIMONE - Live in ‘65 and ‘68
(NTSC)

Special features:
-24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Rob Bowman,
foreword by Nina’s daughter Lisa ‘Simone’ Kelly,
rare photographs and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 67 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Jazz DVDs
2.119010

OSCAR PETERSON - Live in 63, ‘64 and ‘65
(NTSC)

Special Features:
- 24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Doug Ramsey,
foreword by Kelly Peterson, rare photographs, memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 83 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90105 0

2.119008

ROLAND KIRK - Live in ‘63 and ‘67
(NTSC)

Special Features:
- 24-page booklet featuring liner notes by John Kirk,
foreword by Dorthaan Kirk, rare photographs, memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 80 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90085 5

2.119004

SARAH VAUGHAN - Live in ‘58 and ‘64
(NTSC)

Special Features:
24-page booklet featuring liner notes by Patricia Willard;
foreword by Sarah’s daughter, Paris; rare photographs and memorabilia
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (All Regions))
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 65 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7
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Jazz DVDs
2.119011

SONNY ROLLINS - Live in ‘65 and ‘68
(NTSC)

Special Features:
-24 page booklet featuring liner notes by Ashley Kahn,
foreword by Joe Goldberg, afterword by Joe Lovano,
rare photographs and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 87 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
7

47313 90115 9

7

47313 90035 0

7

47313 90165 4

2.119003

WES MONTGOMERY - Live in ‘65
(NTSC)

Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 78 mins
No. of DVDs: 1

2.119016

WOODY HERMAN - Live in ‘64
(NTSC)

Special features:
- 20 page booklet featuring liner notes by Steve Voce,
rare photographs and memorabilia collage.
Picture format: NTSC 4:3 B/W
Sound format: Mono
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Booklet notes: English
Running time: 60 mins
No. of DVDs: 1
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UNFORGETTABLE PERFORMANCES ON NAXOS DVDS
Marco Polo
2.220001
PETITGIRARD, L. (b. 1950)

The Elephant Man

Laurent Petitgirard is known mainly as a composer of orchestral works, including
concertos, symphonic poems and film scores, and as a conductor. Joseph
Merrick, the Elephant Man, his first opera, depicts the tragic story of Joseph
Merrick, who was born with horrifying deformities and exploited both as a freak
show exhibit and as a medical curiosity. Petitgirard’s compelling and moving
score—the composer’s melodic gift is very much his own—shows us Merrick at
different stages of his tragic life until his death aged 27 in 1890. ‘The composer
conducts a gripping performance of this fine opera’ (Sunday Telegraph)

7

47313 50016 1

2.220003-04 • 2 DVDs
WAGNER, S. (1869-1930)

Der Kobold

(PPP Music Theatre, 2005) (NTSC)
Bonus:
- The Making of Der Kobold – a film by Stephan Kelch (in German only)
- 3D animated version of the set model by Achim Bahr
- Photographs of the production.
Picture format: NTSC 16:9
Sound format: PCM Stereo
Region code: 0 (worldwide)
Subtitles: English, German
Running time: 206 mins
No. of DVDs.: 2 (DVD 9)

7

47313 50036 9

2.220002

BUTTERFLY LOVERS’ MUSIC AND DANCE FILM
(NTSC)

7
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Marco Polo
2.220005

THE BUTTERFLY LOVERS • THE YELLOW RIVER
(NTSC)

The Butterfly Lovers Violin Concerto was was written in 1958 by He Zhanhao
and Chen Gang while they were students at the Shanghai Conservatory and was
first performed in May the following year. Musically the concerto is a synthesis
of Eastern and Western traditions, although the melodies and overall style are
adapted from traditional Chinese Opera. The solo violin is used with a technique
that recalls the playing technique of Erhu, the Chinese two-string fiddle. It is a
one-movement programmatic concerto, with three sections that correspond to the
three phases of the story – Falling in Love, Refusing to
Marry and Metamorphosis.
7
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NAXOS
HOME

Immerse yourself on a transcontinental journey from Europe to China with Naxos –
from the fjords and Viking churches of Norway to the Great Wall of China –
accompanied by classical music from Bach, Mozart, Vivaldi, Beethoven and more!

MUSICAL
JOURNEYS
From Europe to China

A Transcontinental Journey with Naxos

For a full overview of the 141 Musical Journeys DVD titles, visit Naxos.com.
The segment catalogue may also be downloaded from the Naxos wiki
(login required).
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