Marco Polo Tan Dun (.1957)

In Marco Polo — An Opera Within An Opera,
composer Tan Dun portrays the Venetian explorer’s
travels to the Far East as a journey of both inner
and physical discovery, a voyage depicting spiritual
experiences as well as a geographical expedition.
At the same time the work, with a libretto by Paul
Griffiths, can be seen as a compositional adventure
of the composer himself, unifying the various cultural
worlds he occupies: a blend of Western avant-
garde and Oriental traditions. Pierre Audi’s mythical
staging and Jean Kalman's fabulous set design
complement the composer’s own musical direction,
forging the dazzlingly versatile soloists, the
Netherlands Chamber Orchestra and Cappella
Amsterdam to a stunning symbiosis of elements
across time and space, a true testimony to cultures
intertwined in globalisation.

Sung mostly in English, with subtitles in English, French,
German, Spanish, Italian and Dutch

Film Director Misjel Vermerien

Film Producer Coby Van Dijck
Commissioning Editor Henk van der Meulen
A co-production of De Nederlandse Opera
and the NPS with support of the CoBO fund.
TV recording © De Nederlandse Opera 2008
DVD Producer Ferenc van Damme
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Polo Charles Workman

Marco Sarah Castle

Kublai Khan Stephen Richardson
Water Nancy Allen Lundy

Shadow 1/Rustichello/Li Po Zhang Jun
Shadow 2/Sheherazada/Mahler/Queen
Tania Kross

Shadow 3/Dante/Shakespeare
Stephen Bryant

Chinese/Arabian Dancer Mu Na

Netherlands Chamber Orchestra
Cappella Amsterdam

Libretto Paul Griffiths

Stage Director Pierre Audi

Set & Lighting Designer Jean Kalman
Costume Designer Angelo Figus
Choreographer Nanine Linning
Musical Director Tan Dun

EXTRA FEATURES

« lllustrated synopsis

« Cast gallery

« The Music of Tomorrow:
a documentary by Reiner
E. Moritz, including interviews
with the creative team and
principal members of the cast.
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This NTSC DVD i designed for worldwide playback. In PAL regions, please ensure your DVD player
and TV are NTSC compatible. If in doubt, consult your dealer.

Recorded and mastered for DVD in stereo and surround sound.
1x DVD 9 double layer disc (the feature may experience a slight pause upon layer change).

Al rights of the producer and the owner of the work reproduced reserved. Any unauthorised copying,
editing, exhibition, renting, exchanging, hiring, lending, public performance diffusion and/or broadcast

of this DVD or any part thereof is strictly prohibited and any such action establishes liability for a civil
action and may give rise to criminal prosecution. This DVD is sold/hired on the condition that it is not
to be exported, re-supplied or distributed without proper licence from Opus Arte. Made in the UK.
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